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The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: It is the
policy of the Labor Party to introduce a
unicameral parliamentary system 1in
Western Australia, and if s also our
policy to abolish the Senate.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. L. D. ELLIOTT: To sum up:
I believe the time is long overdue for par-
liamentary and electoral reform, I he-
lieve that in this State we should have a
unicameral Parliament elected by men
and women whose votes, irrespective of
where they live in the State, are of equal
value,

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. R. J. L. Williams,

House adjourned at 8.51 p.m.

Ueginlative Assembly

Tuesday, the 21st March, 1972

'I'l_1e SPEAKER (Mr, Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.n,, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (28): ON NOTICE
1, TOWN PLANNING

Housing Project: Kwinana Industrial
Complex

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1) Will he justify to the House by
diagrams and explanation the
siting of the 1,500-acre housing
project near the Alcoa aluminium
refinery at Xwinana?

(2) Does not this housing project in-
hibit the future of the Kwinana
industrial complex?

{3) Will not this siting of In excess
of 5,000 units of housing (20,000
people) close to the heavy indus-
trial area and in the path of the
prevailing winds prejudice the
establishment of the proposed
steel works at Kwinana?

(4) If some planning for the hous-
ing project is prepared, will he
make this available to the house?

(5) Has a report from the Environ-
mental Protection Authority been
received regarding this urbanisa-
tion against heavy industry?

(6} If “Yes" will he make the report

available?
{7} 1f “No” will he have the Environ-
mental Protection Authority

examine this housing project and
report the authority’s findings to
the House in due course?

Mr.
1)

)

4)

)
(6)
(Vh)

Mr.

GRAHAM replied;

and (2) The land in questlon is
under the conirel of the Indus-
trial Lands Development Author-
ity and is zoned under the
Metropolitan Region Scheme for
industrial use. For a number of
reasons, including the configur-
ation of the land, it has not
proved attractive for industrial
usage, and it is now considered
that a more appropriate use
would be for residential purposes.
Discussions are taking place be-
tween the Industrial Lands De-
velopment Authority and the
Rural and Industries Bank on the
possibliity of the bank undertak-
ing comprehensive development of
the land. These discussions are
at an early stage and it cannot be
assumed that residential use wlill
proceed. Obviously, if housing is
undertaken on the land there
would be a corresponding reduc-
tion in the area of land allocated
for industry. I do not believe,
however, that the future of the
Kwinana industrial complex
would thereby be inhibited.

Leaving aside the assumption In
the question that a 5,000 unit
housing project will eventuate, it
is not the Government’s intention
to permlt industrial development
that would result in pollution
sweeping up the coast across this
land.

In any event, the standards set
under the Clean Air Act deter-
mine the controls over industry
in Kwinana, irrespective of the
zoning and use of the land In
questton,

If and when a declsion to proceed
with housing is reached, plans will
be made public.

No.
Answered by (5).

No. The Rural and Industries
Bank will no doubi pay full re-
gard to the possibility of the land
in question being adversely affect-
ed by industry at Kwinana before
it reaches its decision on the
possibility of developing the land.
The bank may, if it so wishes, ask
for advice from the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority.

SYNTHETIC MEAT
Use of Term
W. A, MANNING, to the Minister

for Health:
(1) Has he noticed reports that foods

being reported as ‘“‘synthetic
meats” are being manufactured
for human consumption?
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3

Mr,

1)
(2)

3

Mr,

LASSEMBLY.)

Has he taken any steps to pre-
vent the misleading names of
“meat” or “steak” or “pork”, etc.?
If not, what action does he pro-
pose?

DAVIES replied:

Yes.

Under the Food and Drug
Regulations of the Health Act
pertaining to the definition of
meat (C.01.001) and labelling
(A.01.004.a.i) it would appear
that the practice referred to is
illegal.

More specific requirements with
regard to labelling are wunder
consideration by the Food and
Drug Advisory Committee in
order to ensure that no doubt will
be in the purchaser’s mind as to
the nature of his intended pur-
chase.

SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food Services
STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Education:

1)

(¢ )

(3)

4)

(3}

1)

How many Government—
{a) secondary;
fh} primary,

schools in Western Australia have
facilities for food services (can-
teens) ?

What 1s the total capital cost of
facilities and egquipment for food
services—

(a) provided by the Education
Department;

(b) provided by parents and citi~
zens' assoclations?

What is the gross and net income
from secondary and primary
school food services for each of
the last three years ended 3l1st
December?

Is there a departmental policy on
bookkeeping and auditing for
school food services?

Has the department & policy on
the control of linss and/or food-
stuffs sold at school food ser-
vices?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

(a) It is Government policy to
provide canteens In high
schools. At present 45 high
schools have these facllities,
At three high schools (Collie,
Busselton and Karratha)
canteens are at present under
construction while Carnarvon

is listed to receive these
facilitles in the 1972-73 finan-
cial year.

(b) Canteens are not provided in
primary schools but subsidy
payments are made to parents
and citlzens' associations.

2

3}

4)
5

Mr.

(a) The Education Department
provides the canteen bullding
for secondary schools and
subsidises certaln items of
equipment. Canteen projects
at primary schools are sub-
sidised under buildings and
related projects where elig-
ible.

No record of the total capital
cost is available,

{h) No information is available
of the total capital cost to
parents and citizens' associ-
ations.

No information is available on the
gross or net income from school
food services.

No.

No. Guidance and recommenda-
tions are provided by the feder-
ation of parents and citizens’
associations.
SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food Services

STEFPHENS, to the Minister for

Health:

Mr.

Has the Health Department any
policy with regard to school food
services (canieens) in Western
Australia?

. DAVIES replied:

School canteens are run by the
parents and citizens’ 1eceration.

School medical officers report on
canteens when visiting schools.

The Department’s dietary consul-
tant is a permanent member of
the Parents and Citizens’ Feder-
ation Co-ordinating Committee on
canteens and is available to advise
on suitable foods for sale at
school canteens.

EDUCATION

Secondary Students' Union

MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Education:

(¢ 9]

&}

3)

(4
(5)
(6}

What is his or the Government's
attitude towards the reported
functioning of the Western Aus-
tralian secondary students' union?

Is this union incorporated or
registered under any Statute or
regulation, and, if, so, in which
form?

Does he allow and/or encourage
distribution of this union's publi-
cations?

Is membershizx by secondary
students of this union permitted?

What fees does membership en-
tail?

Which is the way members join
this union?
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Mr. T. D. EVANS repiled:

(1) No official approach has been
made to the Education Depart-
ment, for recognition of this body.
No.

This has been left to the discret-
tion of the school principals.

to (6) The Department has no
information with regard to these
maetters.

FLOREAT SCHOOQL
Fire Escape

Mr, MENSAROS, {o the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has the fire escape exit at the
Floreat primary school, about
which I have already enquired in
a. question and which was pro-
mised by the then Minister for
Education on 25th August, 1971
(Hansard page 1018 been built?
If not, when does he anticipate
that the job will be done?

(2)
(&)

4)

(2}

My, T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) No.

{2) An order has been placed for the
necessary steel stairway and

when this is available work will
commence. It is anticlpated that
this will be in approximately four
weeks' time.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Government Financial Assistance

Mr. O’'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) What amount of additional
money has been provided by the
State Government this financial
vear to assist unemployment in
Western Australia?

(2) How was the money used?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr, J. T. Tonkin)
replied:

(1> and (2) The whole of the
$2,990,000 additional works and
housing loan funds allocation
made available to this State in
February has been directed to
works with a high labour content
that were able to be commenced
at short notice.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Percentage Registered

Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Lahour:
What percentage of the Western
Australian work force was regis-
tered as unemployed in the month
of March for each of the vyears
1953 to 19717

. TAYLOR repiled:

This information is only available
from June, 1958. The percentage
of the Western Australian work-

9.

i0.
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force registered as unemployed in

the month of March for the years

1959 to 1971 is as follows:
Year
1959
1960
1961
1862
1863
1964
1985
1966
1967
1968
1969
1870
1971

COUNTRY HIGH SCHOOL
HOSTELS

Upgrading of Junior High Schools

Mr. McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) In view of the decision to up-
grade junior high schools in
country areas to district high
schools, have plans heen made to
provide hostel accommodation in
the selected towns?

If no plans are at preseni{ under
discussion, is it the intention of
the Government to endeavour to
provide this very necessary ac-
commodation in towns such as
Wyalkatchem?

T. D, EVANS replied:

No plans have yet been made.
Within the limits of available
finance the Government will en-
deavour to provide accommoda-
tion where there are sufficient
boarders to justify the economic
running of a hostel.

MINING

Fitzgerald River Reserpe:
Environmental Protection

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister

for Mines:

(1) Has the Mines Department been
supplied with a report from the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority regarding the right to
explore the PFitzgerald reserve
montan wax deposits?

(2) X not, when is this
expected?

Mr. H, D. EVANS (for Mr. May) re-

plied:

(1) No.

(2} The Environmental Protection
Council is at present giving con-
sideration to this matter and this
will be followed by a reference to
the Environmental Protection
Authority. It will, therefore, be
some weeks yet before a decision
on the matter is made.

!--p-u-u-u-u-u--_Mtgg----|.\.-n--_t~:bas

hooomoWD~D~RN

@am

2)

Mr,
(1)
(2)

report
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Mr,
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ROCEKINGHAM-KWINANA
HOSPITAL

Commencement
RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Health:

1

(2)

3

(4)

(d)

(6)

1)

8.3

Mr,

14y

How does the reported comment
by the Minister for Works, who
was the Tonkin Government’'s rep-
resentative at a public meeting
called at Rockingham on 20th
January, 1972, that the Govern-
ment did not Intend to bulld
the Reckingham-Kwinana hospl-
tal until 1975-76 at the earllest,
tie up with the Minister for
Health’s statement in The West
Australinn Fremantle supplement
last weck that the Brand Gov-
ernment's programme for this
hospital will be maintained?
Does this mean then that tenders
for the construction of the hos-
pital will now he called this April
or May?

Are the plans and specifications
now ready for calling of tenders?

Has the leased hospital site now
been recalled from the lessee to
enable a start to development of

the hospital buildings and
grounds within the next six
months?

If “No” to (4) when will the

lessee be given notice?

Why was this hospital not in-
cluded in the Government's allo-
cation of the Commoenwealth
Gavernment's recent substantial
additional egrants and loans to
Western Australia for works for
the relief of the unemployed,
amongst which the numbers of
building employees in the Raock-
ingham-Kwinana districts are
very substantial?

Will the unallocated Common-

wealth funds now be directed to

the Rockingham-Kwinans hospi-

tal to enable an early commence-

ment with this hospital?

How many sacres have been set

aside for the—

{(a) f.tlzckingham-l{winana hospi-
al;

(b) major public hospital with
reasonable access to the Jan-
dakot airport?

DAVIES replied:

I understand that the Minister for
Works indicated that the hospital
would not be available for use
until 1975-76. My statement was
to the effect that this Government
in no way repudiated the Brand
Government’s intention to build
a hospital at Rockingham as soon
as planning is complete and
finance available,

12,

2)

(5)

(6)

N
€Y

to (4} No.

I understand that the terms of
the lease are such that when
access to the site is needed it will
be available, The lessee is already
co-operating in this regard by
allowing access for test hore holes
and site surveys.

The Rockingham Hospital project
would involve expenditure which
was much more than could be
financed from this source.

No.

{a) The boundaries of the site are
not final, but the area Is
approximately 40 acres.

Site boundartes have not been
finally determined and nego-
tlations with private owners
are still under way. The site
for an ultimate comprehen-
sive medical centre will ex-
ceed 200 acres.

NATIVES

(b)

Commaunity Centre: Pinjarra

Mr.

RUNCIMAN, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(6]

(2)

(33

(4)

3

Mr.

(¢}

(4}

What progress has been made by
the Murray Aboriginal Council in
obtaining land for an Aboriginal
community centre at Pinjarra?

Does he approve of the council's
request?

If so, what are the Government's
intentions to assist the project?

Is it correct that the Common-
wealth Government has promised
assistance?

Can he give any details of the
Commonwealth’s interest in the
project?

T. D. EVANS replied:

to (3) In view of the fact that
departmental inguiries have
shown that there is almost no
possibility of securing a site eise-
where in Pinjarra and the associ-
ation has now sought part of the
reserve, the Minister has approv-
ed of a grant of one acre of the
Pinjarra native 1reserve to the
Murray Districts Aboriginal As-
sociation conditional upon it be-
coming an incorporated body and
obtaining local authority approval
for its proposed bullding pro-
gramme.

and {5) The Commonwealth Office
of Aboriginal Affairs has shown
tnterest in the project and has
invited the association to submit
8. specific request for whatever
finance is required after local
sources have heen explored.
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HOUSING
Pinfarra and Mandurah
RUNCIMAN, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1

2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

e

2)

(3)
(4)

(5}

()

(:-}]

How many homes were planned to
be erected in 1971-72 at—

(a) Pinjarra;

(b Mandurah?

How many of these homes are
in the course of erection?

How many have been completed?
When Is it expected that the
1971-72 programme will be com-
pleted and what has been the
reason for the delay?

How many applicants are there
for State Housing Commission
homes in—

(a) Pinjarra;

(b) Mandurah?

How much land is owned by the
Commission in—

(a) Pinjarra;

(b) Mandurah?

. BICKERTON replied:

The 1971-72 programme intention
was for—

(a) 15 units at Pinjarra, and

(b} 14 units at Mandurah.

Contracts have been signed for
five units at Pinjarra and six
units at Mandurah. Work s yet
to be commenced.

Nil

Flve units at Pinjarra and six
units at Mandurah are due for
completion in August, 1972. Bal-
ance  expected to he completed
December, 1972. The programme
is being implemented In line with
original intentions as to timing.

Applications outstanding for—
(a) Pinjarra 42, and

(b) Mandurah T71.

Normal experience would indicate
a wastage in applications of 45%
in both of these towns. In addit-
ion the turnover rate of rental
properties In recent years has been
six at Pinjarra and one at Man-
durah,

Land owned by Commission:—

(a) Pinjarra—49 individual sites
and a broad acre holding of
130 acres,

(b) Mandurah—61 individua! sites,
two sites for group housing
and one acre undlvided.

14,

Mr.
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STATE SHIPPING SERVICE

Acguisition of Vessels
COURT, tc the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Transport:

¢))

(2)

(&)

4

(5)

%)

n

@)

What are the details of the two
ships recently acquired by the
State Shipping Service and in
particular—

(a) the names of the ships when
they were offered for sale and
their present names;

thelr DW.T.;

the year they were built;
the names of the owners, and
the type and amount of ser-
vice during their life before
acquisition by State Shipping
Service;

the state of their survey at
the time when the ships were
bought;

the immediate commitment
for survey and any survey
commitments that follow the
acquisition of the ships over
the next three years?

What price was patd for each

ship?

What additional costs were borne

by State Shipping Service includ-

ing amongst other costs—

(a) modiflcations (with details
of such modifications);

(h) surveys—

) immediately
soon  after
and

(1i) within perlods of 12
months, 24 months and
36 months respectively?

What other ships were offered to
the State Shipping Service durlng
the time the new ships were being
negotiated?

What were the specificatlons of
such ships, their state of survey,
the price and degree of modifica-
tion, etec., necessary to make them
suitable for our Western Austra-
lian coast?

Why were the ships acquired
selected in preference to others?
(a) What were the details of ships
on offer to the State Ship-
ping Service at lower prices
than the ships acquired and
on a hasis that a decision on
purchase could be made after
satisfactory trial operations:
Why were these offers re-
Jected?

What additional ships are con-
templated and what are their
specification, survey condition,
p:lc;, modification requirements,
etc.

(b}
(.}
()

(e)

H

or fairly
acquisition:

(b)
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16.
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Mr. JAMIESON replled:
As the answer to this question is
rather detatled, I ask permission
for it to be tabled.

The SPEAKER: Permission granted.
The answer was tabled.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Boundary Adjusiments

Mr. COURT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:

(1) What local government houn-
daries are currently under review?

Have any specific local govern-
ment boundary changes heen
recommended to the Government,
and, If so, what are they?

What changes In boundaries are
currently contemplated by the
Government?

. H. D. EVANS replled:

(1) The Local Government Boun-
daries Commission has been
requested to review all met-
ropolitan municipal boun-
daries.

and (3) Changes in muniei-
pel boundarles in the Pilbara
reglon reducing the number of
districts from six to four and
adjustment between the boun-
darfes of the Town of Kal-
goorlie and the Shire of Boul-
der as from 1st July, 1972 have
heen recommended and are
expected to be implemented.

2

(3}

(2

—

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
Applicationg to Banks

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many applications for rural
reconstruction assistance have
been received from clients of—

(a) private trading banks;
(b!) Rural and Industries Bank;

(¢) Commonwealth Development
Bank?

How many applications from each

of the above have been—

(a) rejected;

(b) approved?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied;

(1) (a) 840 including Commonwealth
Trading Bank;

) 230;

(¢} No record kept. Their cus-
tomers are included in either
(a) or (b) ahove.

2)

17.

(2) (a) (1) Prlvate trading banks
plus Commonwealth

Trading Bank .. 488
(il Rural and Industries

Bank .. ... 119

(b) (i) Private trading banks
plus Commonwesalth
Trading Bank

(fi) Rural and Industries
Bank ...

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE

Efficiency and Economics: Improvement

Mr. COURT, to the Premier:

What review s contemplated by
the Government and State Ship-
ping Service in conjunction with
unions, major users, northern
local authorities and Northern
Territory Administration to im-
prove the efficiency and econ-
omics of the operations of State
Shipping Service and especlally
the service to Darwin and thus {ry
and avold the benefits of the new
Commonwesalth $2,500,000 grant
for an additional ship being lost
through rising labour and other
costs and conditlons that are
pricing Australian coastal! ship-
ping out of business?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)
replied:

The economics and efficiency of
the State Shipping Service in the
past have been most adversely af-
fected by old and outmoded ves-
sels clearly unsuited to meet
changing demands and rising costs
of st:et?. transport operations to the
north.

Because of limited funds available
the re-equipping of the fleet must
be undertaken progressively.

The initial step was taken in
Octoher last when two unit-load
vessels replaced four older ships
inherited from the previous Gov-

ernment.
The benefits of the faster ships
Wambiri and Beroona, with

much improved cargo handling
gear and greater carge space,
which ships were purchased by
this Government, have been recog-
nised and supported by shippers,
residents of the north, and by
those who sail these ships and
handle the cargoes.

The full advantages of the newer
techniques will not be achieved
with a “mixed ship” operation.

The replacement of the remainder
of the existing fleet by two addi-
tional unit-loa@ type ships has
been authorised.
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Within the framework of relevant
industrial legislation, the service
maintains contact and encourages
the maximum co-operation with
the maritime unions.

The Commonwealth grant of $2.5
million falls short of the State
Government's request for assist-
ance with the service to Darwin.
Without a subsidy, operational
losses on that particular section
will continite until the Darwin
g:lt]ie tonhage increases substan-
Y.

Last year the Northern Territory
Administration appointed a special
commissioner to Investigate the
sea transport situation covering
supplies to Darwin. This ecom-
missioner was informed of State
Shipping Service plans for im-
proving the sea service between
Fremantle and Darwin,

The Minister for Development and
Decentralisation (Hon. H. BE.
Graham) and the Minister for
Transport (Hon. J, Dolan) pro-
pose visiting Darwin early next
month for talks with shippers and
commercial groups, the Northern
Territory Administration, the port
authority, and local waterside
unions.

The Ministers will be supported by
members of the Darwin Shippers
Group of the Chamber of Manu-
factures from Perth, and Shipping
Service officers.

. Court: You forgot to mention that

the funds for the two new unit-
load ships were accumulated by
the Brand Government,

KALAMUNDA HIGH SCHOOL

Mr.

Female Staff Toilet
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Education:

(1)

)

Is it true that only one female
staff tollet exists at Kalamunda
High School and that, for the ob-
vious reason, considerable dis-
comfort is caused to some of the
40-odd ladies on the staff?

If this is so, will he take urgent
action to provide more tollets for
the female staff?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

It is understood that question (1)
is deslgned to indicate that some
40 or more are on the staff of the
particular school and that the
word “odd" does not qualify the
word “ladies.” This being so, the
?mwer to the question is as fol-
OWE:!—

(1) Yes.

147

(2) Drawings and decuments for
building additions are at pres-
ent being prepared by a pri-
vate architect. These addi-
tions will include male and fe-
male staff toilets.

19, MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIR

20.

Mr.

Efluent: Disposal
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1

2

(&)

(&)

2}

(&)

Mr.

Has he recejved a report and/or
recommendation from the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir Board on
proposals to dispose of effuent
from the meat works?

Will he outline the contents of
the report and advise of the costs
expected to implement the pro-
posals?

When will he give his decislon on
the report?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

The consultants’ report has been
received.

The report indicates that the ef-
fluent standards (20 ppm BOD/30
ppm S8) proposed by the board
can be achieved with present day
technology and are adequate to
eliminate current problems and
provide 8 potential source of
water which would be suitable for
some re-use within the abattoir;
e.g., in saleyards and irrigation of
paddocks.

The estimated cost of the effuent
system recommended by the con-
sultants was in excess of $600,000.

Technleal details of the report are

still under discussion and a decl-

ﬁgxf will be made as soon as pos-
e,

GOVERNMENT OFFICES
Disabled Persons: Access

. THOMPSON, to the Premier:

Will he ensure that all buildings
(Government and leased} accom-
modating Government depart-
ments, which are visiled by the
public, have suitable provision for
disabled persons, either in wheel
chalirs, or aided by other devices,
to enter such buildings?

GRAHAM (for Mr. J. T. Tonkin)

replled:

The Government is fully aware of
the problem, There are difficul-
ties involved in altering bulldings
already being occupied by Govern-
ment departments but a careful
consideration is being given to the
deslen of new buildings In this
regard.



148

21,

[ABSEMBLY.]

LEGQISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Closed Circuit Television of Council

Mr.

Proceedings

THOMPSON, to the Speaker:
So that visitors in the Assembly
Chamber on Opening Day may
see the proceedings when As-
sembly Members are in the Coun-
cil Chamber, will he give con-
slderation to the temporary
installation of closed clrcuit tele-
vision?

The SPEAKER replied:

22

From inquiries made previously
inte such a system, it would re-
quire the instaliation in the
Chamber of 12 or more sets in
order to give satisfactory viewing
to people in the Public Gallery,
Speaker’s Gallery and on the floor
of the House. The stationing of
television sets would be diffieult
and cumbersome,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Sound Equipment: Installation

Mr.

THOMPSON, to the Speaker:

In view of the difflculty experi-
enced by Members hearing some
speakers on both sides of the
House, will he investigate the pos-
sibllity of installing sound equip-
ment similar to that which exists
in other Australian Parliaments?

The SPEAKER replied:

Inquiries were made through the
Public Works Department in 1969
into providing an amplification
system for this Chamber. The
department’s Radic Engineer
visited Parliament House in Ade-
laide to inspect their system.

It was found that this system had
some defects and would have to
be modified to suit this Cham-
ber. The estimated cost at that
time was $4,000.

23.

POULTRY FARMING
Hen Licenses: Excess Quota

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

24,

25.

With reference to the licensing of
hens, how many pouliry farmers
who received a quota In excess of
their base year recelved an in-
crease of more than—

(a) 500 but less than 1,000;
(b) 1,000 but less than 2,000;
(c) 2,000 but less than 5,000;
(d) 5,000 but less than 10,000;
{e) above 10,0007

. H. D. EVANS replied:
{(a) 25.

(b) 17.

(¢c) 28.

) 1.

(e) 2.

This question was withdrawn.

NATIVES
Rental Homes

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:

(1) How many rental homes were con-

trolled by the Native Welfare De-
pg;tl;mnt as at 30th June, 1968 to
1971

{(2) What was the total annual rent

charged for these in the same
years in each regional office?

{3) What proportion of rent charged

was recelved in total and in each
region?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1)—
I will make fresh representations Primary  Standard
to the Minister for Works with Trans-~  Trans-  Conven- Total
a view to having installed a ltional  ltional tlonat
system more suited to this Cham- 30/8/68... 455 225 3 714
ber. 30/0/60... 452 265 104 81t
30/6/70... 438 282 222 D2
30/6/71...  4l4 203 320 1,036
2) and (3)—
30/8/08 30/6/69 30/6/70 30/6/71
P 1. ™ t. Percent, Percent,
Charged C:li::ged Charged C:ﬁggnbed Chm‘ged Collecled Chnr‘aed Collectedd
$ $
Northern £,351.20 00-2 11,320.00 968 12,731.60 03-5 14,791.50 02-4
North west ... 6,724.85 89-0 8,259, 00 85-4 7,588.70  102-0 11,088.50 03-9
North central ... 10,284.02 043 12,805, 44 058 16,122,068 022 20,944.32 81-9
Central 10,397.35 985 16,444 .01 871 35,073,60 90-8 55,284.15 035
Eastern 9,686.30 08-1 3,640.90 03-8 6,708.40 5B 9,131,956 910
Southern ... 17,880,10 80-3 24,068.95 87-2 28,789.15 06-9 32,701.61 03-3
TOTAL ... 57,923.82 96-41 76,677.20 93-2 107,022.11 94-66  144,172.03 03-02
NOTE : The percentages of collections shown include collections of arrcara for previous yenra.
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SCHOOLS IN KALAMUNDA

Mr.

DISTRICT
Ground Improvements
THOMPSON, to the Minister for

Education:

1)

(2)

(3

4)

(5)

3 8)

2)

What progress has been made
with respect to ground improve-
ments at each of the four schools
(Pickering PBrook, Walliston and
Lesmurdie Primsary and Kala-
munda High} which were inspect-
ed by a senior officer of the
Education Department last year?
Will he give full detalls of pro-
posals at each school, and nomin-
ate the dates on which work will
commence?

Bearing in mind that financial
provision was made in the loan
programme, what is the reason for
such a lengthy delay in provision
of reticulation equipment to make
use of the water stored in the dam
at Kalamunda high school?

Does he consider the area cleared
at Walliston School to be a sult-
able playing fleld?

Is he aware that, because of the
rough nature of the surface,
Walliston children have to travel
to the pony club ground which,
although a gravel surface, pro-
duces less abraslons than at the
school ground?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Pickering Book—Preliminary in-
vestigations are in hand to
enable landscape plans to be
prepared.

Walliston—Estimate for test bore
submitted to Education Depart-
ment—if sufficient water is
available, a reticulation scheme
will be prepared.

Lesmurdie—Approval given by
Education Department to par-
ents and citizens’ association to
proceed with bitumen playing
area—a subsidy of up to $1,000
has been approved.

Kalamunda High—Tenders will be
called early next month for the
mechanical work—drainage and
grassing contracts will follow in
due course,

Pickering Brook—Landscaping
and ground Iimprovements to
commence when estimate is
prepared and funds provided.

Walliston—Test hore to prove
availability of water supply to
be carried out when funds are
allocated by the Educafion De-
partment.

Lesmurdie—Extension of bitumen
playing area to be carrled out
by parents and citizens in col-
laboration with local shire.

27.

Education Department has set
aside $1,000 subsidy. Work to
be programmed by parents and
citizens.

Kalamunda High—Reticulation,
drainage and grassing. Tenders
for reticulation to be called In
April, 1972, Grassing to follow.

(3) Funds were only made available
in November, 1971, Survey and
documentation in detall are neces-
sary before tenders may be called.

(4) No.
(8) Yes,

NAVAL BASE AT COCKBURN
8S0OUND

Garden Island: Use

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Premier:

Adverting to my question without

notice on 14th March regarding

Garden Island, will he now answer

my remaining questions-—

(1) Has his Government decided
upon what it considers the
best use for Garden Island?

(2) If not, why not, and will it
now do so immediately and
acquaint the Assembly of its
findings so that the issue can
be debated in Parliament?

(3) Did he take the opportunity
when in Canberra recently for
the Premiers’ Conference to
press our Parliament's recom-
mendations for Garden
Island?

(4) Will he advise the Govern-
ment's decision to the request
for transfer to Garden Island
of the ship maintenance and
building yards planned for by
the Fremantle Port Authority
for Mangles Bay?

(5) Does the Government oppose
the opinion of the Young
Labor Movement against sit-
ing of the Stirling Base in
Cockburn Sound and, in fact,
support the present construc-
tion programme?

(6) Does the Government oppose
the Commonwealth CGovern-
ment’s invitation to other
couniries to use the Stirling
naval facilities when com-
pleted?

Mr. GRAHAM (for Mr, J. T. Tonkin)

replied:

(1) and (2) The view of the Metro-
politan Region Flanning Author-
ity 1is, briefly, that, subject to the
necessary security safeguards for
naval installatlons, the part of
the Island not taken up by those,
should be available for recreation-
al use by the public, with access
by water,
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(3) to (8) These are repetitions of

Mr.

questions asked by the Member
last Wednesday and replied to by
the Premier.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT

Penal Provisions
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Lgbour:

1)

2)

Mr.

(1)

2)

Since 1964, on how many occa-
sions have the penal provisions of
the Industrial Arbitration Act
been used by—

(a) employers against unions;
(b) unions against employers;
(e) unions against workers;

(d) employers against workers?
In genersal, what were the reasons

for the penal provisions being
used?

TAYLOR replied:

(a) 6.

(b) 652.

() 432.

(d) 16.

(a) Actions by employers against
unions for taking part in a
strike or unauthorised cessa-
tion of work.

Actions by unions against
employers for non-compliance
with award conditions.

{(¢) Actions by unions against
workers for fallure to main-
tain financial membership
and to apply for membership.
Actions by employers against
apprentices for breaches of
agreement, mainly class
attendance and behaviour.

(b)

(@)

QUESTIONS (12): WITHOUT NOTICE
1.

RATLWAYS

Electrification and Sinking of Line

Sir

DAVID BRAND, to the Acting

Premier:

(1}

2)

Was he correctly reported in the
Press of Saturday, the 18th
March, 1972, as having said “that
he would not give any more details
‘under press interrogation or by
questions in Parliament’ ", regard-
ing an announcement that “in
the course of g very few days, the
people of W.A. will learn that this
State is about to embark on a
further extension of our railway
system . . . "? If so0, why his
refusal to give Parliament further
details on such an important pro-
posal?

Have the proposals been hefore
the State Cabinet and was the
decision made that the Deputy

@

4)

Mr,
)

Premlier should make the announ-
cement on the occasion of the
opening of the Robb Jetty rallway
terminal on Friday, the 17th
March, 1972?

Why was the announcement meade
before the normal detajled infor-
mation usually avallable on such
an important project could be
glven to Parliament and the
public?

When will the findings of the
Cabinet sub-committee examining
the recommendations of Dr.
Nielsen in the PERTS Report be
made available to the public?

GRAHAM replied:

to (4) In reply to the questions
asked by the Leader of the Op-
position let me say, first of all, it
is well known, not only to me but
to everybody else, that the PERTS
Report has been before this Gov-
ernment during 1its life as, indeed,
it was before the previous Govern-
ment.

. O'Nell: For a short pericd of time

only. It was mnot before the
previous Government during its
life of 12 years.

. GRAHAM: I did not say for what

period of time.

. O'Neil: The Acting Premier said

“during its life” and thereby fm-
plied during its whole life.

. GRAHAM: There Is no need for

me to imply anything. When the
Government has something to
convey to the people or to the
Parliament it will do s0 by a
direct statement,

I indicate to the Leader of the
Opposition that a Cabinet sub-
committee and an officers’ com-
mittee have been examining the
report, some further investiga-
tions have been undertaken, and
these have been examined. No
final decislon has yet been made
by the Government.

I indicated at the ceremony that
the people of Western Australia
were likely to learn in the very
near future of some further de-
velopments in respect of our rail-
way system, and I suggested what
form they might take. Since no
final decision has been made, as
stated at the ceremony—which I
now repeat—it would not be
proper, nor indeed possible to give
precise details with regard to
routes, finance, or anything else.
All that was sought was to convey
to the people present at the cere-
mony, particularly those directly
associated with rallway adminis-
tration, that the freight ferminal
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which virtually marked the com-
pletion of the standard rall gauge
project, was not the end of the
line but further extensions of rail-
way development and operations
are looming. In addition to the
metropolitan area, I indicated, too,
that studies are being undertaken
in the matter of linking the north-
ern system with the southern
system and gave the reasons for
this, again without supplying
detalls,

I thought it appropriate to glve
some heart and encouragement to
railway officials and this was done.
As soon as the Government has
made its final determination full
detalls will be made available to
the Parllament and to the public.

RAILWAYS

Electrification and Sinking o} Line

Mr,

1)

2>

@

Mr.

COURT, to the Acting Premier:

With reference to the announce-
ment he made at the Rohb Jetty
railway terminal opening on Fri-
day, the 17th March, 1872, about
elecirification and wunderground-
ing of metropolitan ratl services,
which particular existing or pro-
posed new routes are to be elec-
trified and which of these are to
be underground?

In view of his comments—*“I bhe-
lieve that, in the course of a very
few days, the people of W.A. will
learn that this State is about to
embark on a further extension
of our rallway operations . .
what was the source he had in
mind from which the people of
Western Australla would learn of
the proposal and what is the
significance in terms of time and
implementation of "about to em-
bark on a further extension .. .”?

What is the approximate—

(a) overall financial estimate for
electrification, rolling stock,
rajlway {rack, stations, and
all other associated costs in-
cluding redevelopment of the
Perth Railway Station site?

() construction time before
which the new services will
operate?

I realise the Acting Premier has
sald he Is not prepared to enter
into detailed information on this
matter, but I believe the general
questions I have asked are fair
enough under the cfrcumstances.

GRAHAM replied:

(1) to (3) As anticipated by the ques-

tioner, and as stated previously,
when a final decision on the whole

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr,

concept has been made by the
Government ample publicity will
be given to the details,

Court: The Acting Premier must
have a rough idea of cost and
time.

GRAHAM: I am hoping this will
be subsequent to the Cabinet
meeting next week.

Court: It is all & hoax.

BUSH FIRES BOARD
Meeting
GAYFER, to the Minister for

Lands:

At the State Bush Fires Board
meeting held in Beverley last Fri-
day at which the chairman, secre-
tary, and board members of the
State Bush Fires Board were
present, why was the member for
Northam invited to attend and
not the member for Avon In
whose electorate Beverley lies, and
who represents also the Shires of
York and Quairading, both of
which were represented at this
meeting ?

. H. D. EVANS replied:

The meeting was not a Bush Fires
Board meeting but a public
gathering attended by the board,
where attention was drawn to this
omission by the President of the
Beverley Shire Councll, The
Chairman of the Bush Fires Board
sald in explanation that he had
sent courtesy invitations to four
members of Parllament in accor-
dance with a lst provided hy
board staff arranging the Bever-
ley visit. He emphasised that no
slight to Mr. Gayfer was Inten-
ded: he publicly apologised and
undertook to write personally to
Mr. Gayfer.

The Representatives of the Shires
of York and Quairading were
present upon their own initiative.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Government Financial Assistance

Mr.,

O’'CONNOR, to the Acting

Premier:

My question relates to the answer
given to question 7 on today's
notice paper., The Acting Premier
stated that an amount of
$2,990,000 has been made avail-
able for unemployment relief. I
ask whether this amount of money
was provided by the Common-
wealth Government?

. GRAHAM replied:

I think the reply given to the
question conveys that information,
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UNEMPLOYMENT
Government Financial Assistance

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Acting

Premier:
Following replies given to ques-
tions I have asked, I assume ho
money ab all for unemployment
relief has been provided by the
State Government. However, if
money has been provided, how
much is it in total?

GRAHAM repiied:

For reasons which must be rather
obvious I am not famillar with
the detalled workings of the
Treasury Department. I can see
the point sought by the honour-
able membher and I will undertake
to make inquiries and subsequently
supply him with a reply.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
School of Veterinary Science

Mr. THOMPSON, fo the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has the Government scrapped the
plans of the previous Govern-
raent to build a school of veteri-
nary sclence at the Murdoch
University in 19737

If so, will he state what alter-
native plans the Government has
for providing this very necessary
facillty for the rural community?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

and (2) No. The Government is
proceeding with plans to establish
a school of veterinary sclence at
the Murdoch University which Is
not expected {0 open unttl 1975.
The date when the school of
veterinary science opens for teach-
ing is dependent on the availability
of funds in the 1973-75 triennium
for buildings and equipment.

MURDOCH UNIVERSITY
School of Veterinary Science

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Minister

for Education:
Will he lay upon the Table of the
House a copy of the letter he
wrote to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment on the questipn of the
opening of a veterinary school at
the Murdoch University?

. T, D. EVANS replied.
I wrote to the Federal Minister
for Education and Sclence to
seek Commonwealth assistance for
the first triennium prior to the
opening of the school of veterin-
ary science. I am prepared to lay
a letter such as this on the Table
of the House.

2)

)

8.

WOOL
Rail and Shipping Freights: Albany
Mr., NALDER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the minimum number of
bales of wool required to qualify
for the minimum freight?

(2) What s the frelght on wool
from—

(a) Narrogin to Albany;

() Wagin to Albany;

{e) Katanning to Albany;
(d) Kojonup to Albany;

{e) Lake Grace to Albany;
{f) Gnowangerup to Albany?

(3) What is the freight for wool con-
signed to Fremantle from Albany
on—

(a) farm pressed bales;
(b) dumped bales?
Mr. H D. EVANS replied:
(1) One bale,

2)
Freight rate Charge to
per bale client per bale
$ $
a) 1.90 .85
(h) 1.75 .88
() 1.50 N6
(d) 1.75 .58
e 215 1.08
f) 1.50 WL

Where loaded or unloaded by the

department a charge of 10e¢ per

bale per service is additlonal, of
which half is chargeable to the
client,

(3} (a) $245 per bale.

(h) $2.75 per hale, with special
arrangements for volume
shipping traffic.

Where loaded or unloaded by the

department, a charge of 10¢c per

bale per service Is additional.

“REVOLT” PUBLICATION
Government Action

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Acting Pre-

mier:

(1) Has he seen the mimeographed
publcation headed Revolil Radical
High School Student Broadsheet
No. 5?7

(2) Is he aware that this publication
says that the Director-General of
FEducation is a fascist, a despot and,
belng so, deserves nothing but
Iiquidation?

(3) Is he aware that the same pub-
Heation directly Incltes secondary
students physically to take over
high schools, giving them detailed
instructions of organisatlon to
occupy first the administration
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4)

5)

Mr.

)
2)
(3}

(4)

5)
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building, P.A. system, duplicating
equipment, telephones, and elec-
tricity supply?

What 15 the Government's view
on this type of anarchist propa-
ganda being distributed in our
high schools?

What is the Government—through
the Police Force or other means—
dolng to inhibit the publication
and distribution of such “broad-
sheets” and to lay charges against
its publishers?

GRAHAM replied:
No.
No.

I am informed that the publication
seeks to promote antisocial be-
haviour,

The Goverment deprecates this
type of propagands being distri-
buted in centres of education.

I understand that the Minister for
Police, pursuant to exhaustive in-
quiries and research by his depart-
ment and after consultation with
the Minister for Education and
Attorney-General, 1s preparing a
Cabinet submisston.

NAVAL BASE AT COCKBURN
SOUND

Mr,

Mr.

Garden Island: Use

RUSHTON, to the Acting Premier:
I refer to the answer glven fo
question 27 on today's notice paper
wherein the Acting Premier re-
ferred to questions I asked on the
14th March. -
Bince the Premier did not answer
my questions on the 14th March
is the position that the Acting
Premier, and the Premler, simply
refuse to answer them at all,

. GRAHAM replied:

The questions were asked by the
member for Dale on the date he
mentioned. I was somewhat sur-
prised to see he was permitted to
ask identical questions almost im-
mediately following the replies
glven,

As the Premier has answered the
questions in the terms chosen by
him it would be a sorry state of
affairs indeed, I suggest, if I were
to seek to answer them in a dif-
ferent form.

TIMBER
Railway Sleepers Coniract
GRAHAM (Minister for Develop-

ment and Decentralisation):

Last Thursday the member for
Vasse asked me a question without
notice relating to question 35 on
the notice paper of that day. He

12.

Mr
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asked me to ascertain and, if pos-
sible, to give the reasons for the
loss of the contract for sleepers to
South Africa.

I have made inquirtes of the Presi-
dent of the W.A. Sleeper Export
Assoclation but I am informed
that he has heen given no reasons
to date. In fact, he only received
a cable advising that Western Aus-
tralia had not won the contract.
However, the Sleeper Export As-
sociation has written to the South
African Government Rallways for
advice regarding the fallure to win
the contract.

This is the only information which
has been supplied at the present
moment until advice 1s recelved
from South Africa.

FREMANTLE PORT
Quter~-harbour Development

. COURT, to the Acting Premier;

Last Thursday I addressed to the
Acting Premier, without notice,
some questions regarding the Fre-
mantle Port Authorlty and Cock-
burn Sound. In view of the prob-
lem of placing these questions on
the notice paper for today fthe
Acting Premier agreed to answer
them today, whether they were
with or without notice.

I do not know whether he wants
me to read them out or whether
he has a copy of them, I read out
parts (1) to (8) on Thursday
and the Minister was not able to
answer them then but sald he
would answer them today.

. GRAHAM replied:

The answers to the questions are—
(1) No.

(2) and (3) The report will be
laid on the Table shortly.

No.

The Government is aware that
in a master plan the Com-
monwealth has reserved an
area on the island for such a
facility.

Yes, In the long term.
Answered by (6).

Facilitles capable of meeting
foreseeable demands can be
provided in the Woodman
Point area.

I now ask for permission to lay
on the Table of the House & re-
port of the Premier's committee
for the development of Cockburn
Sound and Kwinana.

1)
(5)

(8)
&)
&

The report was tabled.
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PUBLIC WORKS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Jamieson (Minister for Works), and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 16th March,
on the following motion by Mr, Brown—
That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Ausiralia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereigh,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased

to address to Parliament.

MR. A. R. TONKIN (Mirrabooka) [5.17
p.n.): I wish to support the motion before
the House. First of all, I want to refer
to the question of Friendly Society chemist
shops or pharmacies. I regret that in
answer to a question the Minister for
Health indicated a legislative barrier was
erected to prevent the opening of more
Friendly Society pharmacies, which means
the people in my area are prevented from
exercising their choice; that is, they can-
not go to a Friendly Society shop in the
area in order to buy their goods. Of
course, there is nothing to stop them going
to Subiaco, Leederville, or Applecross for
that purpose; but as there are very good
shopping centres in Morley and Dianella
it is inconvenient for people in the area
to go elsewhere and naturally they tend
to shop locally. ‘Therefore I feel the
peaple of Mirrabooka are being discrimin-
ated against in this matter.

I realise the law as it stands is not the
work of the present Government, but I
hope the Government will legislate to give
relief and allow this freedom of choice to
the people of Mirrabooka. I believe this
would help those people, especially pen-
sioners and parents of young children, to
meet the problem of rising costs.

Turning to another problem, I want to
say & few words about the large number
of people who are in prisons In this State.
Many of them are in prison for inability
to pay fines. I understand the idea is
that when a person is fined the punish-
ment should be a deterrent. If a fine is
to be a deterrent, it should be commen-
surate with a person’s ability to pay.

A fine of $30 1s fairly common for some
offences. To a businessman in the prime
of his life who has an income of $15,000
s year, $30 1s 1/500, or % of 1 per cent,
of his income. To a tradesman earning
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$5,400 a year, a fine of $30 is 1/180, or
just over hailf of 1 per cent, of his in-
come. In the case of an unskilled work-
men earning $2,700 & year, & fine of $30
{s 1/80, or 1.1 per cent, of his income.
An apprenticed lad of 18 years of age
might be earning something like $1,800 a
year, in which case a fine of $30 would
be 1/60, or 1% per cent., of his Income
To a pensioner whose income is $845 a
year—I hope my arithmetic is correct—
a fine of $30 would be 1/28, or 3% per
cent., of his income.

I suggest these pecple are not being
treated equally. The pensioner who has
to pay a fine amounting to 3% per cent.
of his income is belng punished much
mare severely than the person who pays
t of 1 per cent. of his income. The in-
Justice is compounded by the fact that
the wealthier person is less likely to be
convicted because he can afford counsel
to defend him and Is therefore more
likely to contest the case. 'The poorer
person may not be in a position to brief
counsel and he Is therefore more likely to
be found guilty. If convicted, the
wealthier person is more able to pay his
fine and is less likely to be gaoled in de-
fault.

If the purpose of a fine Is to deter, 1t is
clear that a fine of 1/500 of a man's salary
is much less likely to deter than a fine of
1/100 of someone's income. I am not ask-
ing for special treatment for pensioners or
low and middle income earners. All I am
asking is that they should be treated in the
same way as everyone else—in the same
way as those who are better off financially.
I envisage & system in which a magistrate
would fine a person & of 1 per cent. of his
income, which would mean a person earn-
ing $15,000 a year would pay $30, a person
earning $2,700 a year would pay $5.40, and
a pensioner whose income was $845 a year
would pay something like $1.69, which
would probably be rounded cut to $1.70 or
82, for the sake of simplicity.

I believe this is one step towards the
ideal we should all be reaching for—the
ideal of equality before the law. There are
no doubt some arguments against a
system such as I have suggested but I be-
lieve it should at least be discussed.

Mr. Rushion: Do you agree with the
Minister for Labour that those fines im-
posed against union members the other day
should have been withdrawn?

Mr._ A, R. TONKIN: I am discussing a
question of principle and not what the
Minister for Labour said the other day.
The problem of the inability of people to
defend themselves because of their finan-
cial position still exists. It is not good
enough to say legal aid is avallable in such
cases. In my opinion, legal aid Is not work-
ing very well; the waliting list Is too long,
and so on.

I would now like to refer to a large high
school in the Mirrabooka area; that is, the
Morley High School. In 1970 flrst-year
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students of the Morley High School at-
tended classes in huildings in the grounds
of the John Forrest Senior High School.
Stage 1 of the Morley High School was
being built but these students were not
housed there because the building was not
ready. At the beginning of 1971 the
students went into the new building, but
by then they were first and second-year
students who really needed stages 1 and 2.
However, only stage 1 was available.

I do not wish to criticise the Brand-
Nalder Government. I realise that Budgets
are relatively inelastic and there Is never
enough money for education. I am merely
stating the fact that in 1971 first and
second-year students at Morley High
School were housed in a building designed
for first-year students only. As a con-
sequence, for some periods each week the
second-year students had to go to the
Mirrabooka and John Forrest Senior High
Schools.

Because of the position that existed, I
could foresee that the students who were
inconvenienced in their first year would
be inconvenienced in their second and third
years and would bear the brunt of the
crisis in education right through their
school years.

Mr. Thompson: Has this been rectified
yet?

Mr. A, R. TONKIN: It has, indeed. At
that time, I approached the Premier and
Minister for Education with a plea that
special efforts be made to enable the high
school to catch up a stage by building
stages 2 and 3 in one year, The Premier
and the Government as a whole saw the
force of this argument and agreed that the
initial students should not continue to be
digsadvantaged in this way. As a result,
both stages 2 and 3 were built in 1971. I
believe it was a very generous decision, in
view of the Government's financial dif-
ficulties.

Mr. Rushton: It was not unique, though.
Mr. Thompson: It is a handy precedent.

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I think it also in-
dicated that the Government was sincere
and very much in earnest when it stated
that education was to be in the forefront
of the Government's priorities.

At the present time, however, the
students are disadvantaged to some extent
because they do not have lockers. An ex-
periment was made with this school by
omitting lockers. The students are being
ineanvenienced and many of their parents
are worried, The students have to carry
their bass and cases, loaded with books
and weighing up to 121b., back and forth to
school, which is dangerous for those who
ride bicycles. They also have to carry
their loaded bags and cases qround the
school. Once again, the decision not to
put lockers in the school was not a decision
of the present Government, but neverthe-
less it should be rectified.
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A very refreshing departure from tradi-
tional forms of education is the appoint-
ment of youth education officers, whose job
it is to look after the needs of the 15, 18,
and 17-year-old young people who have
perhaps left school. The youth education
officers help them to make the most of
their leisure, to establish and maintain
satisfactory social relationships, which is
often a very difficult problem for adoles-
cents. They alse help the children to
adjust to the problems of employment and
to further their cultural and sporting
affliations.

I believe that in the past we have ne-
glected the social nature of man and we
have paid for this in some respects with
the increased vandalism that seems to
occur in modern societies. I suggest that
vandalism has, perhaps, two main causes,
one being the rejection of a child by his
parents. That is a very complex problem
and I have not time to deal with it now.
In any case, it does not really fit into the
point I am making. The second reason for
vandalism is the alienation of the person
concerned from society. He does not feel
that he is part of society. He does not
feel that the property of society is his and
does not see why he should not destroy it.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Is this any fault of
the education system?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I would say it is to
a degree. It is a fault of society and to
some extent it must be a fault of all the
forces which have helped to produce this
type of person, It is in this context that
the work of the youth education officers
is carried out. In the past year such an
officer has been appointed to the Mirra-
booka High School, for which we in the
area are very grateful. I point out to the
Minister for Education that there are still
gaps in the service in the northern suburbs
associated with the John Forrest, Hampton,
and Morley High Schools, but I am sure
he will do his best to appoint another
officer when the funds become available,

I now want to speak about the new
school text book scheme, It is a pity that
to some extent this has become g political
matter, because educationally I belleve it
is a very sound scheme. First of all, I
want to deal with one particular text—
although I do not like to use that word
because it is inaccurate—that has been
produced by the curriculum branch of the
Education Department. I refer to the pub-
lication entitled Soviet Society.

There has been much criticism of this
book and it is considered that it has faults.
I agree. There are faults in the book. One
of the problems has been that the writers
in all honesty, have tended to deal with the
constitutional framework of the Soviet
Union, The rationale behind this is that
when we are dealing with the Australian
Government, the United States Govern-
ment, or the British Government, we tend
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to deal with the constitutional framework.
8o in this case the authors said. “We will
be consistent; we will deal with the con-
stitutional framework of the Soviet Union.”

However, of course, we know that there
are great differences between the consti-
tutional framework and some of the politi-
cal realities of the Soviet Union. So there
has been a great deal of criticism of this
book because it was felt that it is glossing
over the Soviet society, generally,

Mr. Court: It was justifiable ecriticism
because of the loading of 1, and because of
the loading the other way of the other
book, Industrial Society.

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I agree that Soviet
Society as a book does have faults; and
I agree that one should teach the political
reality of a country and not just the con-
stitutional framework. However, we must
be consistent in this regard. If we are
going to teach the political reality in the
Soviet Union we must teach the political
reality in Australla, the United States, and
Britain. I do not think a double standard
should apply here. We must be consistent
in our application of this principle.

Mr. Reid: Do you think it is a good idea
having to hand school hooks back if a
student is transferred? There is no re-
sponsibility of ownership.

Mr, A, R. TONKIN: I would rather deal
with some of the more important points
at the moment.

Mr. Retd: But you said you consider the
school book scheme is a very good one.

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: Yes, I think it 1s a
good one in many ways. However, per-
haps I could continue with what I have
to say on this subject. A very pleasing
feature of the book Soviet Sociely is that
it deals with the nature of blas. This has
not been fully recognised. We must re-
alise that every book is written by a person
or persons and, therefore, every book will
have bias. There is no disputing that Iact.
But very few books admit this and draw
it to the attention of the students and
actually help them to appralse and allow
for bias. This book does that at the very
beginning by discussing the nature of bias.
Not only does the book do this, but later
on 1t deals with an interview with a Rus-
sian attorney, as outlined in an extiract
from Look magazine of October, 1967.
Then it gives an extract from Soviet
Weekly of the 19th June, 1971, Those two
extracts are, of course, at varlance with
one another. However, after each of those
extracts the book refers the student back
to the section on bias and suggests that
the extracts should be examined from that
point of view.

1 think that is an excellent feature of
the book and it 1s a very desirable step
in the right direction by its authors. We
must remember that Hteracy—the enab-
ling of people to read—makes those who
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read more vulnerahle to propaganda. If
people can read it is so much easier to
get propaganda across to them, So I think
more and more we must teach our students
propaganda analysis, and teach them to
understand the nature of bias.

I know that good teachers have been
doing this for a long time, but we have
only scratched the surface. In Britain,
the United States, and other countries
much more of this is done. We are just
at the beginning in this field.

With regard to the text book scheme as
a whole, I was asked whether it Is good
that the books should be handed back. I
suppose if the books were kept by the
student it would be a pgreat waste. How-
ever, knowing the nature of students and
the nature of the books, probably the books
would not be worth handing back after
8 year's use,

Mr. Reid: What happens when a stud-
ent transfers half-way through the year?

Mr. A, R. TONKIN: I am notv saylng
there are no flaws in the scheme; I am
saying it has some advantages. However,
first of all we must realise that the term
“text book"” is a misnomer. In fact, it is
educationally unsound to speak of text
books, because the term presupposes a
field of knowledge which the student is
required to swallow and regurgitate at the
required moment in order to achleve the
desired pat on the back. These are not
text books to that extent.

Mr. Thompson: How many units would
be covered in, say, social studles in the
one year, and how much time In terms of
hours per week would a child have to deal
with a specific topic?

Mr. A, R. TONKIN: I am not in a post-
tion to say. Does the honourable member
refer to the hours in school?

Mr. Thompson: Yes. During the course
of the year they have a number of units
to do in soclal studies, as in every other
subject. Would not the situation arise
where a child is confronted with so much
wark that he reads just that one book?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I do not think there
will be a great increase in work load. These
matters are belng looked iInto. Constant
liaison takes place—which was never the
case with commercial publishers. The
officers of the curriculum branch are con-
tinually In touch with the schools, and
they discuss matters with the teachers.
Often there is a cross-fire of criticism of
the book concerned. I do not think there
will be an overloading in this respect, but
if there Is, teachers will say—as has oc-
curred at meetings I have attended—
“There is too much in this tople.” The
curriculum branch were producing books
five and six years ago. Sometimes the
comment was made, ‘*“There is too much
in this toplc and we cannot get through
it,” and revislons were made and are con-
stantly being made.
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However, I wish to get on to the broader
point of view and say that the old concept
of a single text book is outmoded. The
new books will not be an orthodox siream
oi argument and knowledge from a central
bureaucracy so that every student is
brainwashed; that is educationally inde-
fensible, For a long time good teachers
have tried to ensure that all points of view
are considered. I believe this scheme will
make the position easler. The library will
be the key to the scheme in which the
Gevernment will be providing a wide selec-
tion of hooks to which the students will be
referred.

Whilst on the subject of libraries, I
would like to comment on the wonderful
work done by parents and citizens’ asso-
ciations throughout the State. In my area
four new iibrarles have been built hy par-
erts and citizens’ assoclatlons within the
last year. I think the parents of children
in this State are to be congratulated for
the great sacrifices they have made and
the efforts they are making on hehalf of
their children. I believe the Government
should, when it is possible to do so, make
greater help available to parents and citi-
zens’ associations. I would make a plea on
behalf of all parents and citizens’ assoeia-
tions for a greater amount of assistance.

Mr. Reid: Can we get back to this
book scheme?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I have limited time
available. I will discuss it with the hon-
ourable member later.

I believe that remedial teaching is one
of the most neglected aspects of our edu-
caticnal system, particularly when we com-
pare our system with that of education
systems overseas. Children are suffering
severe emotional stress because they are
forced to work at levels for which they are
not really fitted. It is all very well to say
that 2 good teacher allows & child to work
at his own rate; but it is also true that
there 18 peer-group pressure, and a child
does not wish to fall behind his mates. So
I believe this is one area in which we will
have to endeavour more and more to ex-
pand and to improve our remedial teach-
ing programme, A frustrated child very
often will fail to mature socially, and many
behavioural problems are associated with
this lack of maturation.

Mr. Lewis: Have you any particular area
of remedial teaching in mind?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: I am thinking of
reading English as a foreign language and
mathematics in particular. I think those
are the main areas.

A need exists for more parks and halls
in aress such as that which I represent.
The districts of Morley, Dianella, and so on
are expanding rapidly and I belleve it Is
beyond the ability of local authorities to
keep up with the great development. Parks
tend to be developed only when the suburb
i3 old and its children have grown up.
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Young married couples are finding it most
difficult to provide kindergartens in new
areas. I believe the Government must he-
gin to assist those shires which are bearing
& heavy burden as s result of the unequal
development which occurs from time to
time.

I believe State revenue is fully commit-
ted, and I can see no solution of the prob-
lem until the Federal Government
shoulders at least some of the responsibil-
ity. I think the whole question of urban de-
velopment will hecome a bigger and bigger
issue in politics in the future. So I would
hope that development schemes—such as
the sewerage main coming through from
Yokine—will not be impeded in any way.

In my area many people living on urban
deferred land are being rated off their
properties. Many of these people are pen-
sioners and olhers on low income and they
are not permitted to develop or subdivide
their land as a result of the lack of sew-
erage. I would hope that this area will be
devcloped as quickly as possible.

I turn now to something which is near
and dear to my heart—the question of
naticnal parks. Only 057 per cent. of
Western Australia is devoted to national
parks, and most of that land is not access-
ible to the majority of Western Australian
people. T believe this country is in a good
pasition to be able 0 devote more and
mare land to public purposes. We are one
of the empty countries of the world and we
have a wonderful opportunity in this re-
gard. I realise that the present Govern-
ment has created a park in the vicinity of
Cape Leeuwin, and this indicates its in-
terest in this aspect. However, I belleve we
must ensure for the sake of pur children
that all the land is not taken up for pri-
vate purposes.

I would like to refer briefly to a matter
that has been debated in both this and
the other House; that is, the question of
the political representation of the people
of this State. It has been stated that I
have been vague; that I have been deceit-
ful on this matter. An attempt has been
made to denigrate me by describing me
as 8 minor member of the Labor Party.
I would like to make it clear that I am
not interested in petty and spiteful attacks
on individuals. Last year in this Chamber
I was the subject of some fll-mannered
comments about my physical appearance,
However, I would certainly not indulge in
that kind of childishness. I believe the
personalities involved in a debate are not
important; the principles speak for them-
selves. So I will state the principle simply
and without equivocation,

In our society people are grouped
together to elect representatives to speak
for them in Parliament. If the 20,000
people of the electorate I represent-—Mir-
rabookae—have only one representative then
I belleve that any other 20,000 people In
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the State should have only one represen-
tative. To allow approximately 70,000
people to have six representatives in the
Legislative Council whilst another 79,000
people have only one representative is to
degrade the latter and treat them as
second-class citizens. In effect we are
saying to them, "“You can make a choice,
but you will have far less leverage because
your decision will result in only one mem-
ber to represent your point of view;
whereas a similar number of people will
have a greatly enhanced leverage upon the
affairs of the State because they will have
six people to represent their point of view.”

We helieve an attempt should be made
to have the same number of electors in each
electorate. That is what we mean by one-
vote one-value. I realise, of course, that
country representatives and people have
special problems, and I believe special
efforts should be made to ease those prob-
lems. However, I do not believe we are
justified in playing around with the num-
bers.

Mr. McPharlin: What special eforts do
you recommend?

Mr. A, R. TONKIN: There is the ques-
tion of transport, and special allowances
for telephones, the provision of secretarial
assistance and so on. I believe country
representatives have special problems
which I have not even begun to realise.
I am certainly not unsympathetic towards
those members or to country people,

Mr. Stephens: How many miles do you
have to travel to attend to your electors
within a period of 12 months?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: It is quite possible
that greatly enhanced majorities in some
seats will blur the relationship between the
percentage of vote obtained and the con-
sequent representation, as was pointed out
by the member for Floreat. It is also true
that some electorates will grow faster than
others and, therefore, they will become
out of balance after a short period of time.
But if we start off from the same basls
then the distortion later on will be less.

Mr. Rushton: Are you still claiming
there is gerrymandering?

Mr. A. R. TONKIN: Finally, I would re-
mind members that we are here as repre-
sentatives of the people; not of acres, or
heads of stock, or income. I believe our
importance in this place is that the people
have sent us here. I we play around
with the numbers so that one number
of people send six times as many repre-
sentatives to this Parliament as the same
number elsewhere, then we are guilty of
contempt of the people.

MRE. RUSHTON (Dale) [546 pm.]. I
wish to support the motion expressing
loyalty to the Crown and our support of
the democratic system. In this debate
1 wish to express & few comments, and
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the first is a sad one. I make reference
to the untimely death of Mr. Hulme. He
was one of our highly-rated public ser-
vants, and it was only a week ago that I
shook hands with him on the opening day
of this session of Parliament. I would like
{0 place on record my high regard for Mr.
Hulme who Is one of a band of public
servants who have served this State par-
ticularly well, I had the honour of know-
ing him from the time he served In the
Treasury to his recent appointment as
Under-Secretary for Works.

I now wish to make reference to the
opening day of Parliament. I am one of
those who are not enthusiastic about the
selection of a day in March for the open-
ing of Parliament. On this occasion the
selectlon of the date detracted from the
opening, and took away some of the
atmosphere. The Government would be
well advised to change the opentng to
another date. Possihly this matter can
be reviewed. In all serlousness, the
weather on this occasion detracted from
the opening of Parliament in comparison
with former years.

I now turn to a matter that has been
raised regarding the wearing of coats by
members in the Legisiative Assembly,
Sitting in a rear befich next to a doorway,
I would ask members to have regard for
myself and also for the member for Avon
who is similarly seated. They should have
regard for our health, as we may catch
pheumohiaf

Mr. Gayfer: What do you think of my
hai% and hearty colleague sitting beside
me

Mr. RUSHTON: It would benefit wool-
growers if consideration were to be given
to providing wool covers to the seats
occupled by memhers. I understand that
wool is cool, and If woollen seat covers
were provided they would do much to-
wards making conditions bearable when
we have to sit long hours in hot weather.

Mr. Nalder: I am sitting on wool now!

Mr. RUSHTON: I thought he was sit-
ting on leather.

Mr. T. D, Evans: I would like to know
why the Leader of the Country Party, In
the 12 years that he was Deputy Premler,
did not ask the question of previous
Speakers,

Mr. Nalder: Because we were not sitting
in March.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You did sit in March
while you were In office.

Mr. RUSHTON: Although these com-
men_ts are made in a light-hearted vein,
I think some benefits could be gained from
my last reference.

I now wish to refer to a statement made
by the Premier in Japan, not that I think
my remarks will be transmitted to Japan.
I would like to refer briefly to the trip
that 1s belng undertaken by the Premlier
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to Japan. To me the timing is strange.
Here we have an autumn sitting of Par-
liament—and he was a great advocate of
introducing an autumn sitting—but then
only two days after Parliament opened he
was off to Japan. People are putting for-
warg all sorts of reasons as to why he has
gone there.

Mr. Graham: That was very largely as
a result of requests by mining companies
in this State, and the fact that the
Japanese financial year commences on the
1st April.

Mr. T. D. Evans: There must have been
a few requests from members on your side
of the House for the introduction of an
autumn session commencing in March.

Mr. RUSHTON: It Is somewhat passing
strange that the Premier should make a
comment while in Japan about his desire
to give the Japanese confldence in the
Labor Government of Western Australia,
and about the honesty and uprightness of
his Government.

In this regard actions are far more telling
than words. For this very reason I think
the Government could set about to act
in such a way that it will attract people
like the Japanese, to trade in a more con-
fident manner than they are af present.
It 1s somewhat worrylng to see a state-
ment such as that from the Premier. I
think when the Deputy Premier was in
Japan he made statements like this one,
in an effort to reassure the Japanese. This
Government, after being in office for &
year, should not have to do that; I do
not see why that is necessary. I suggest
that a party which has used propaganda
when it was in opposition—such as the dis-
playing of little Japanese flags all over the
north-west and the accusation that
the present Opposition, which was then In
office, was selling out the State—will have
great difficulty in convincing people with
whom we wish to trade to an Increasing
extent that they themselves are sincege.

I now wish to turn to the subject of
Garden Island, and to draw attention to
the fact that both the Premier and the
Deputy Premier have refused to answer a
number of pertinent questions asked by me.
This is somewhat strange. This matter is
of vital importance to many beople in
Western Australia. I would like to enlarge
on this question, and ask the Government
to act in a certain way to develop this pro-
ject. I find it passing strange that the
Government has evaded my questions.
They were straightforward enough and
were without any real bite, because they
deal with a recreational asset and a naval
facility which is vital to Western Australia.
If it can be said that the Tonkin Govern-
ment is sincere about the future of Garden
Island then the Premier should be prepared
to answer these questions.

We have been furnished with a reply
that the Metropolitan Reglon Planning
Authority has put forward some proposi-
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tion for Garden Island. This is not good
enough, Although the Commonwenlth Gov-
ernment was not prepared to join in under-
taking a specialised survey, this Govern-
ment should have prepared a plan in re-
spect of Garden Island, or should have put
forward the recommendations which it will
make to the committee of inquiry into
this question. It should have prepared
plans setting out its recommendations on
the use of Garden Island. The Govern-
ment should do this before it indicates to

. the Commonwealth Select Committee the

proposals for the State, because this Gov-
ernment speaks for the people of Western
Australia. It was hoped that the Govern-
ment would have prepared some plan which
the people could have backed.

. I also hoped that the Government would
invite members of all political parties to
join in the planning and recommenda-
tions. Will the Government reconsider
the position, and Invite at least one mem-
ber of each party to confer with it on
the recommendations that are to be made?

Mr. T, D. Evans; Can you quote a pre-
cedent where your Government extended a
similar privilege?

Mr. RUSHTON: I did not know there
were two Garden Islands.

Mr. T. D. Evans: We are not speaking
about two Garden Islands. I am speaking
in respect of any question. The honour-

able member should not be so narrow
minded.

Mr, RUSHTON: I thought that tn re-
spect of the gold issue members of the
different parties had representation on the
committee, This brought about a very
effective result.

Mr. T. D. Evans: It took a long time.
Mr. RUSHTON: That was a precedent.

Mr. Graham: This will be a matter of a
case or separate cases being prepared and
submitted by Government departments or
instrumentalities. It is not a matter of
representation by members of this Govern-
ment or members of the Opposition,

Mr. RUSHTON: If that is the approach
then I am disappointed. If ever there Is
need for responsibility to be shown by the
present Government it is in this case; it
should have prepared a coliated programme
and framed recommendations to put for-
ward to this committee and to the
Commonwealth Government setting out
what we want for the people of Western
Australla in respect of Garden Island.

Mr. Graham: You are talking sbout a
parliamentary committee. 1 was teiling
you that in connection with a parliamen-
tary commitiee representations have been
made by the Premier of the State to the
Prime Minister. That is at the parliamen-

tary level. This is at a different level al-
together.
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Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier
bas sald in answer that the Government
has asked to be heard at this inquiry.
Burely this is to be the Government's sub-
mission. If it is to make a submission in
that manner it will be a sell-out of the
people of Western Australia.

Mr. Graham: Of course it is the Govern-
ment's submission,

Mr. RUSHTON: It is accepted as a
Government submission.

Mr. Graham: Apparently you do not
understand.

Mr. RUSHTON: Because of the interest
in this question, I am putting it to the
Deputy Premier that the Government
needs to put forward its submission on the
basis of acquiring the best for the future
of the State. We accept the establishment
of the naval facilities; we do not wish to
inhibit that activity. The guestion arises
as to how the rest of the island can be
utilised. All I am asking is that considera-
tion be given to broadening the approach.
The Deputy Premier has answered the
question and says the Government does not
wish to broaden the approach. I suggest
that in the last few days it should have
prepared some plan and declared what the
Government wants to take place In the
development of Garden Island. It has done
nothing.

Mr. T. D. Evans: How do you know?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Government has
sald in answer to the question that the
M.R.P.A. has made some recommendation.

Mr. Graham: Is not that an arm of
government?

Mr. RUSHTON: That was done a long
time ago.
Mr. T. D. Evans: Who said so?

Mr. RUSHTON: It has been published
before.
Mr. T. D. Evans: Where and when?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister can look
into the back issues of the newspapers.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Be more specific.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister can read
the comments that have been published in
respect of Garden Island.

Mr, T. D. Evans: You should do your
homework before you make a speech.

Mr. RUSHTON: Let us Jook at the ques-
tion squarely. The Government has re-
fused to answer the questions., Has the
Government declded what is to be the
future of Garden Island?

Mr. Graham: I think you are doing a
signal disservice to the case. You are try-
ing to create bickering on an issue on which
there should be complete unanimity,

Mr. RUSHTON: I want unanimity. The
people of Western Australia should be told
what will be the recommendation ih re-
latlon to GGarden Island. Different opinions
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are held, and I will give my opinfon. De-
spite all the requests that have been made
to the Government to do something, and
despite the fact that the Government has
sald to the Press and to the people, "We
are recommending entry by the people into
Garden Island” it has not prepared a plan
or announced its recommendations. That
is what worries me. It is now only a week
before this Government will be putting
forward its submission. That seems to be
the remson for our questions not being
answered. We have the instance of the
Young Lahor Movement recommending
that no naval facility be established there.

_Mr. Graham: You have a mind like &
tin of worms,

Mr, Court: Is the Labor Party in favour
of a naval base there?

Mr. T. D, Evans: We have also had some
opinions expressed by the Young Liberal
Movement.

Mr, RUSHTON:; The Government should
answer the question as to whether it be-

Heves there should be use of Garden Island
by the public.

Mr. Jamieson: This has been & policy ot
the Labor Party long before you were
elected to this Parllament. You Know
about this matter, and all you are doing
is to try to fiddle with a few words to make

some political gain out of this issue, That
is stupid.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not trying to make
any political gains, It was the unanimous
vote of this House. Talking about fiddling
with words, when the Prime Minister of
Australia was talking about our naval facili-
tles being made available to other nations,
what did the Premier of this State say?
I would ke him to come back here now
to do something about a matter which 1s
vital to the State. It is passing strange
that at this late hour we do not know
what the State Government intends to do
with regard to Garden Island.

Mr. Davies;: When the Commonweslth
parliamentary committee arrives on the

4th April, the views of the Government
will be known.

Mr. RUSHTON: Why should the people
not know what recommendations will be
made? It will be an open hearing,

Mr. Davies: Why should the people be
told before the committee knows our views?
Other people are also making submissions.

Mr. T, D, Evans: Are those people making
thefr submissions publie?

Mr. RUSHTON: Who will mske the
submissions?

Mr. T, D. Evans: The honourgble member
can make one,

Mr, Davies: The report from the commit-
tee investigating the Cockburn Sound ares
will be collated with submissions from
other Government departments, I refer
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to Local Government, the Department of
Pisheries and Fauna, the Forests Depart-
ment, and others.

Mr., O’Nell: The Deputy Premier Is
grateful for that information,

The SPFEAKER:; Qrder! The member for
Dale.

Mr. RUSHTON: It is interesting to know
that we have s departmental committee.
However, we do not have a representative
from the people who will be affected by
this most important issue. Surely the
Government should have agreed in Cabinet
on what recommendations it would make.
This is a nonparty matter.

Mr. Davies: If the honhourable member
looks at the report he will find out the
names of the members of the committee.
He has not done his homework, but instead
is doing a disservice to the community.

Mr. RUSHTON: I want the Government
to get up off its tail and do some work,

Mr. Davies: The Government is up off
its tall.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. RUSHTON: I would like to refer
back to this question and respectfully make
some suggestions to whichever Minister
or department will be handling the mat-
ter. My suggestlons refer to the future
of the Island.

Mr. Davies: The honourable member can
make his suggestions to the public works
committee,

Mr. RUSHTON: I do not agree with some
of the recommendations put forward. Cer-
tainly, some recommendations have merlt
but others are not at all practical. The
northern part of the island has been of
interest mainly to people from Fremantle
and surrounding areas. The southern part
of the island has been of interest mainly
to those who journey to Kwinana or Rock-
ingham. In fact, an overwhelming number
of visltors to the island would he from
the Rockingham area because of the short
distance across to the island.

I suggested earller that this whole ques-
tlon should be reviewed and a common-
sense decision made. However, such a
decision has not been forthcoming. The
State Government has not taken us into
its confidence s¢ we have not had an op-
portunity to say whether it is right or
wrong. In times of peace the people siould
have the greatest access possible to Garden
Island.

Mr. Bickerton: Has the honourable mem-
ber & cottage on Garden Island?

Mr. RUSHTON: No.

Mr. Bickerton: Has he any interest In a
cottage?

Mr. RUSHTON: No.

Mr. Bickerton: Why hasn’t he?
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Mr. RUSHTON: I have not been fortu-
nate enough to be able to acquire one. Com-
ing back to the issue, in my layman's view
it would be practical for pedesirian entry to
be available over the causeway. Facilities
for fishing should ailso be made avallable
on the causeway. I do not think civillan
vehicles should have entry but those who
are able to walk the distance—such as
professional walkers—should have entry.

Mr, Hartrey: Can the honourable mem-
ber walk to Garden Island?

Mr. RUSHTON: I will be able to do so
when the causeway is completed.

Mr. Bickerton: Does the honourable
member think that the island will be com-
pletely occupled by the big guns!

Mr. RUSHTON: There is no fear of that.
However, I think pedestrian entry could
be allowed to the west coast. Fishing
facllities, also, should be availahle along
the west coast. The naval facilities and
installations could be well fenced and glven
ample protection. Those who have to
move should be phased out gradually, and
their removal should not be hastened.

We have been assured that certain parts
of the island will be retained because of
their historical backeground, and there
have heen assurances regarding other in-
terests on the island. I do know of people
who have been told that it will be some
time before their cottages will be removed.

In all sincerity I belleve the State Gov-
ernment should be our representative of
strength in obtainihg the best result pos-
sible for the people of Western Australia.
OQf course, one cannot deny that the public
works committee set up by the House of
Representatives will carry out its functions
in a democratic manner. The meeting will
be held in public in Western Australia and
we have already been assured by the Prime
Minister that there will be access to Garden
Island. That statement 1s to be qualified
and we want to know what that qualifica-
tlon will be. The decision will be based on
arguments presented at the inquiry. For
that reason I submit my thoughts, in brief,
because I believe there should be pedes-
trian access to the island. The dwellings
could eventually be phased out.

I believe it is the intention of the Federal
Government that historical landmarks
and monuments will be preserved and
treated with every respect. However, I
am very disappointed indeed that our State
Government has not seen fit to proceed
with more purpose on this issue. We will
be able to ohserve what argument is pre-
sented to the committee.

The State Cabinet is formed of members
who represent the people and I thought
Cabinet would have reviewed all depart-
mental suggestions and would have in-
Jected its own views into those recom-
mendations, The members of the Cabinet
have heen elected by the people and I
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hoped that the recommendations put for-
ward by Cabinet would have been those for
the people.

It is not too late for Cabinet to review
its thinking on that basis. We have al-
resdy had an all-party approach for
assistance for our north-west shipping,
and an all-party case was put forward for
assistance [for the goldmining industry.
Surely it should not be too much to ex-
pect an all-party representation at the
inquiry concerning Garden Island, which
is a vital issue.

I will not pursue the matter any
further at the moment; I think I have got
my message through to the Acting Prem-
1er. He has reacted to my comments and
I hope that when he reads Hansard he
will realise I am not attacking him or his
Government. My only wish is to stir up
some interest and I would like the Govern-
ment to prepare a case based on the re-
quirements of the people,

Mr. Graham: Dges the member for Dale
intend to make & submission to the com-
mittee?

Mr. RUSHTON: I did not intend to make
a submission for the very reason I have
given to the Acting Premier. Such an
avenue is open to me but I hope our Par-
liament will be presenting a case which
we can all back. I realise it is impossible
to get a unanimous opinion on what should
be done on Garden Island. Many different
views have aiready been expressed in the
Press. 1 have expressed my views, which
are brief. Possibly, my viewpoint is ideal-
istic.

I would like to be able to evaluate the
views for and against. There is still scope
for pedestrian entry to the southern end
of the island. Naturally, I do not know
what naval facilities are planned for that
part of the island so I cannot be dogmatic
about the matter.

. Graham: I think the Common-
wergll;;h will be emphatic that there should
be no public entry to the southern portion
of the island.

Mr. RUSHTON: I cannot see that that
is necessary. We are hopeful that ship-
building and maintenance will be carried
out in Careening Bay and we hope that
civilians will service that facilitiy. We
would then have civilians travelling to and
from work along the causeway.

Mr. Graham: But those workers would
be under supervision and travelling on a
regular basis.

Mr. RUSHTON: It might be thought
that I am too idealistic. Garden Island
covers an area of 3,000 acres and I was
hopeful that the naval facilities could be
sited without reducing their effectiveness.
1 do not for one moment want to reduce
the effectiveness of the naval facilities,
but I cannot see why there should not be
accese for pedestrians. I would not have
civilian vehicular traffic.
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Mr. Graham: That would not open up
the area for very many people.

Mr. RUSHTON: But many people have
boats.

Mr. Graham: That access Is available
now, and that is the most we can expect.

Mr. RUSHTON: A large number of the
people who travel to Garden Island now
use the ferry service. Environment 2000
seems to be emphasising the need for
entry to the northern part of the island.
Many clubs visit Garden Island because of
the attractiveness of the west coast, and
theitr entry has usually been through the
southern access.  Access should still be
avallable for those groups of people. The
Acting Premier, and I, could probably still
walk acress the causeway without any un-
due strain, The western coast is very
attractive and access to it would be of dis-
tinct advantage.

The views for and against should be
considered. One cannot be dogmatic be-
cause one does not know the intentions
regarding naval installations. I do not
suppose anybody knows what the Navy
plans to do, but obviously the facilities
constructed will be considerable.

I think we have all desired to have the
facility in this State, and we want it to
be effective. We want it to give Western
Australia a strong arm of defence. If any-
body disagrees with what I am saying let
him speak, but I think what I have said 1s
the general view. It is not my intention
to inhibit the naval facilities, but in time
of peace I would like every consideration
to be given to the enjoyment which can
be experienced by those who like to visit
the island.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. RUSHTON: Before the tea suspen-
sion I had spoken in connection with Gar-
den Island, and I do hope the Government
will act in accordance with the recom-
mendations I have made.

I pass now to a number of subjects
which, while I might touch on them briefly,
are most Important. Unfortunately I will
not be able to develop some of them.

I would mention, however, that one of
the most vital gquestions concerns the
Rockingham-Kwinana hospital. The Gov-
ernment has been most tardy about this
matter and from the answers I recetved
to guestions asked today it looks as though
the Government is running away from the
issue. This question is of great concern
to the area. We had hoped that trans-
port problems to places like Armadale
would have been successfully overcome by
now; but because of the doubts about the
corridor development and other land uses,
all development has stopped. We hope
that this matter will be cleaned up fn the
near future.

The matter of housing is another vital
issue and my questions today show that
the placing of houses this side of Alcoa in
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the path of the prevailing winds is causing
great concern. If the State Housing Com-
misston builds houses on the land it pos-
sesses adjacent to the Armadale brick-
works it will inhibit the brickworks. Re-
garding the M.R.P.A, scheme for Kelm-
seott, I hope the Minister for Housing will
look at development In this area to see
if it cannot be broadly based in a manner
similar to that at Calista or Orelia.

We all know that the question of em-
ployment is one of the most important and
vital with which we have to deal
It is a question on which the Govern-
ment's credibility is challenged and the
matter is of grave concern. If iIs neces-
sary first to look at {he problems con-
fronting the Government because it created
the situation of a lack of faith. There
were also claims of bankruptey which
caused a loss of confidence in the State
in a big way.

The action of the Government in in-
creasing electricity charges had the effect
of raising the costs and, indeed, one
of the small companies in my area has
felt the impact very much and it has been
inhibited in its movement forward.

The Government’s delay in dealing cor-
rectly with the Pacminex issue and its
fallure to have the matter reviewed, par-
ticularly as it affected the site of the
refinery, has lost us a refinery which we
might otherwise have had. This has been
lost as a result of the pig-headedness of
the Government.

All the factors I have mentioned, and
the actlon taken by the Governmen{ in
connection with them, have caused delay
and confusion and have also resulted in
8 loss of confidence.

The daddy of them all, however, is in
relation to city transport development.
What can be done when one has regard
for the fact that with land in the metro-
politan region the position is In such a
state of flux? No information is available
on the matter. This being the case, how
is it possible to plan in & practical way for
& city transport system?

All this shows clearly how very worry-
ing it is to have a Government which re-
lies on words but not on actlons. The
Government merely covers any pressures
which it might feel by making announce-
ments which, though they mlght sound
good, have no substance at all. This is
indeed a source of great anxiety to all of
us.

I now want to deal as quickly as I can
with the question of the Police Porce, and
the assistance it can and should be given.
I plead with the members of the Govern-
ment and with other members of this
House to do all they can In connection
with public assistance and co-operation
being given to the Police Force. We all
know that without reasonable co-operation
from the public the police would be less
effective. ©Our Police Force does a very
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fine job indeed, but my belief is that it
would be able to work far more success-
fully if some improved system of co-
operation could be worked out; co-
operation between the citlzens and the
police.

If it were possible to do thls it would
1lift the morale of the forece and help in
other aspects of police work. It is most
important to improve the image of the
Police Force and ahy support that the pub-
lic can give the police would certainly be
most effective in helping that body carry
out its dutles more satisfactorily; it would
surely improve the service.

I attended a meeting held recently which
was addressed by a very respected member
of the Police Force. He mentioned how
difficult it is for the force with its lack
of members to comprehend and deal effec-
tively with the many crimes that are per-
petrated in the community.

For my part T have made representa-
tions for an increase In the number of
men at the Armadale Police Station. When
I was refused it was certainly not acecept-
gble o me. I was told that the Police
Force has certain criteria to which it must
work, Not only does everybody need to work
in this direction of co-operation but the
Government also needs to Improve its
example as it relates to uplifting police
morale.

I would now like to refer to an indus-
trial matter and the answer given by the
Minister for Labour to the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition. To my mind the whole
set-up 1s a form of bhlackmail. The Gov-
ernment, while lifting the fines against a
number of shop stewards, will not accord
the same treatment and consideration to
those who are nonunionists. This sort of
treatment is causing great concern to
membkers of the public.

Mr. Lapham: What has this to do with
the Police Force?

Mr, RUSHTON: I am now talking about
the way the public feels when 1t sees this
sort of thing being done, This of course
reminds me of the Premier's remarks when
the members of the Press were trying to
obtain the reason for a number of charges
against a certain person who had com-
mitted a number of offences being with-
drawn. The Premier told the reporter con-
cerned not to be cheeky, There s little
doubt thai this lssue incensed the Press
and the members of the Police Forece, and
I believe they are still incensed about it.

I would now like to refer to the question
of the environmental protection legislation
and the right of the Ombudsman to vet a
policeman. We must congratulate Mr.
Dolan on the stand he took on this matter.
Unfortunately, however, a day or two after
taking the stand he did he was put on the
mat by the State Executive of the Labor
Party and all the good work he had done
was of no avail—at least this is how the
public and the Police Force saw it. We
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must, however, still give him credit for the
stand he took in the matter.

Mr. Lapham: What are you talking
about?

Mr. RUSHTON: I am referring to the
action taken by the Minister for Police
when he crossed the floor of the Upper
House because of what he believed in.

The media could play a big part by sup-
porting any organisation which might be
appointed by the Government to help the
police work out ways to improve co-
operation and co-ordination between the
public and the police., I suggest that a
group of interested people be formed;
people who are practical and who have
varying inferests in the community. They
could work with the police and help find
ways and means to obtain co-operation
hetween the public and the police. This is
of course, a fairly sensitive area, but there
are other ways in which results could he
achieved.

In recent times we have heard a plea
being made by the father of the young lass
who was killed at Medina. The headlines
which were very stark read, “For God’s sake
help the police,” There is little doubt as to
how the father felt; he had 2 complete
involvement.

The SPEAKER: The honourable memher
has another five minutes.

Mr. RUSHTON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
This is something that must be done and
the Government’s approach would be most
constructive if it created a small group of
broadly-based people from all stirata of
society to work in co-operation with the
police in an endeavour to help the Police
Force in every way possible.

As we all know a number of minor
offences occur every day, and the co-
operation of the public would help the
police in their investigations into these and
more difficult and complicated issues. I
would now like to quote a plea from the
Australian Federation of Police Associa-
tions, The following motion was passed:—

21. That this conference express
alarm at the growing tendency of cer-
tain sections of the community who
resort to actions of organized violence
and lawlessness at demonstrations in
the streets and other places through-
out Australia and that this motion be
brought to the notice of all members of
Parilament throughout Australia.

A further view expressed states—

1t is apparent from the information
available from the various States that
it is becoming increasingly difficult to
obtain and retain suitable personnel to
maintain an efficient police service in
the community.

This is where the Government can help.
The Government's example must be
greatly improved; it should improve on
its performance in the last 12 months.
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The Government must set the example
to the public—the example of fatr
play. There must be no discrimination be-
tween the justice meted out to one person
and that meted out to another. This is
most imbortant if we are to sustain the
morale of the Police Force.

In all sincerity I ask the Minister for
Police to call together urgently a group
to work on this question of close co-
operation with our Police Force. If we
can obtain the necessary co-operation be-
tween the public and the police it would
greatly enhance public safety, police
morale, and police recruiting; apart from
which we will have a safer community in
which our people can live.

Mr. Lapham: How many would you have
in the small group?

Mr. RUSHTON: A small group is more
effective than a large one. I would suggest
about eight persons. The Government
could look at the matter and draw together
those who would be most effective in attain-
ing this desired result.

MR. W. G. YOUNG (Roe) [7.43 pm.]:
I rise to make & few comments on this mo.
tion in reply to His Exceliency’s Speech.
At the outset I would like to say a few
words on the operations of the rural recon-
struction authority, and I would point out
thiat I have no argwmnent with the suthor-
ity as il is established.

On a number of occasions I have seen
examples of where it has been most co-
operative and has done all it can under
the provisions of the Act to assist where
ascistance is necessary and, in all cases, to
see that justice is done.

With the way the scheme is operating,
however, I am afrald it is just not achiev-
ing the objective we hoped 1t would,
Through no fault of thelr own farmers
have been through varying seasonal condi-
tions in the last two years or so. In some
cases they have been subjected to floods
in one year and to a drought in the next,
and I do hope that conditions will revert
to normai in the not-too-distant future.

Mr. Gayfer: And that you will have your
car fixed,

Mr, W. G. YOUNG: And that I will get
my car going. I am sure the Minister will
agree that the problem seems to lle in the
criteria used to assess the viability of the
particular farmer’s undertaking when he
applies to the authority for assistance.

I have had numerous people come to see
me; those who have paid a large propor-
tion of the capital value of the properties
which, through no fault of their own, they
bougrht when prices were certainly high.
We can all be wise after the event. At that
time, however, nobody had the right crys-
tal ball to tell us there was going to be a
ggwnturn in the farming industry in 1967-
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Some settlers have paid more than 60
per cent. of the purchase price of their
farms hut are now faced with the threat
of losing their properties. In some cases
they may have invested $60,000 or $70,000,
but the properties will revert to the original
vendors who will then endeavour to resell.

I would like to give one example of this.
A man bought a property of some 6,000
acres in 1968, before the downturn. I know
this farm personally—it had heen gperated
for about 40 years and was very well devel-
oped. This farmer pald $32 an acre for one
portion of it and $26 an acre for the re-
mainder. I am sure anybody conversant
with the value of agricultural land in 1968
would agree this was a particularly good
buy because many farms were selling at
prices well in excess of this.

Mr, Lapham: What is it worth today?

Mr, W. G. YOUNG: Possibly not much
less on present valuation if & buyer could
be found at this stage.

Members who read the farming journals
may have seen a statement made by the
Chairman of Directors of Waestralian
Farmers last week. He said there has been
a significant increase in the demand for
farming land. This is a reflection of the
improved outlook for wool and increased
wheat quotas., There i5 a general upturn
in the rural economy.

Although the land may not be worth as
much now as when it was purchased, the
farmer cannot be blamed for its loss of
value, This man has produced a well-docu-
mented budget showing that he can gener-
ate $46,000 gross income per annum, He
has a wheat quota of over 20,000 bushels
and he is running over 4,000 sheep. His
working expenses come to about $41,000,
so0 he has $5,000 a year credit. At the
moment he is being pressed for $10,000
in settlement of a hire-purchase debt
for plant and equipment. The vendors still
hold the first mortgage on the property so
he is not able to obtain & substantial hank
overdraft. If he could obtain $10,0600 on
extended terms to pay off his hire-pur-
chase debt his property would be viable. I
have his budget in my possession and I
would be prepared to show it to any mem-
ber who wishes ta see it.

This man has patd $30,000 off the prin-
cipal. He paid $18,000 cash for the stock
on the property and over $8,000 for princi-
pal repayments. This makes a total of
about $57,000 paid on g property valued
at $120,000. For the sake of $10,000 he
will lose his $57,000. He will be forced to
walk off the property.

Knowing this farmer, and knowing the
facts, 1 feel that the intention of the
scheme is to help people in thls very
sltuation. As a practical farmer I would
have accepted this proposition in 1968 and
if so I would probably now have bheen
in the same position.
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Another case I would like to mention
is that of a farmer who has paid $52,000
on a property valued at $80,000. This man
wishes assistance to pay out the vendor
as the vendor has threatened to foreclose
in the immediate future if last year's pay-
ment is not made, I do not wish to be
critical of the pecple administering this
scheme, but I feel their standards could be
more flexible. The viewpoint of the auth-
ority is that wool is worth only 30c &
pound. Wool produced in the blue-wool
area of the State—the southern districts—
is worth about 15¢ or.20c more than wool
produced as a sideline to wheat. Wool
produced in wheat and sheep country lis
subject to burs and dust which detract
from the value,

To say that wool will remain at 30¢c a
pound over the length of the loan is to
indulge in erystal-ball gazing. At the mo-
ment the Federal Government {s gua-
ranteeing 36¢ a pound and wool grown in
the southern districts would be bringing
more than this. These facts should be
considered when assessing the viability of
a property. Nobody knows whether farm-
ing will stay where 1t is, improve, or deter-
iorate. These cases are being assessed by
guesswork,

There has been a 12 per cent. increase
in wheat quotas this yvear because of verv
good sales by the Wheat Board last year.
Nobody can foretell the future—next year
we may suffer a cutback to the same
extent. However, this is speculation—we
do not know what will happen.

The Department of Agriculture carries
out some on-the-spot assessments at the
moment. However, I feel that every case
should be Investigated by some practical
person to determine the potential of ihe
farm, and the farmer should be given the
benefit of any doubt.

As well as the sons of farmers who re-
main on the land, many English migrants
and Eastern States settlers have invested
all their capital in farms. This could
be the end of the road for some
of these people. They have invested their
capital for the benefit of their families,
but if they walk off they will have nothing.
Farmers can seek an alternative form of
employment in the city but members are
aware of the employment situation. A
farmer, good and capable in his own
sphere, would be virtually an unskilled
labourer in the city. He will have difflculty
in obtaining a job in this different environ-
ment, Every farmer who moves to the city
makes a further impact on the rural eco-
nemy in the towns. As the children leave
the country schools, the schools are down-
graded and money invested in classrooms
is wasted. The children then have to be
placed in metropolitan schools and more
classrooms provided.

A little flexibllity within the scheme
would enable these people to remain
on their farms. Back in the 19305 many



166

farmers were told by the then Agricultural
Bank or their private bank that there was
no future in farming, However, many
stayed on and today own large properties.
I do not think these are the people who
are looking for aid today &s they were
able to consolidate over the years.

Money spent now in the country areas
through rural reconstruction will keep these
families on the farms. The Commonwealth
Government has allocated $14,000,000 over
a four-year period. We have already used
about half this money, but the Commeon-
wealth Government has assured us on
many occasions that further money will
be made avaijlable when this is exhausted.
If we spend $14,000,000 to keep pecople on
farms now, there will be ne applicants in
the last year of the scheme.

Mr. Bickerton: The two examples stated
could apply to people involved in mining
or running a dry cleaning business.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: This could apply
to anyhody.

Mr. Bickerton: If the farmer has another
bad season and the $10,000 does not see
him through, do we give him another
$10,000?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: This problem should
not arise. If the farmer cannot prove the
viability of the property he does not get
help in the first place. However, if he can
show the property is viable there is nothing
in the Act to prevent his returning for
gnother bite of the cherry. This is the
greatest industry we have.

The mining industry in the Pilbara has
reached its peak and {s now experiencing
a downturn, Although this applies to
farming in my electorate at present, in the
future it may apply to mining in the Minis-
ter's electorate.

Some of the farmers in difficulties are
new settlers but most of them have been
on the land all thelr lives. If these men
walk off their farms all the money in-
vested in schools, hospitals, and amenities
in country districts will he wasted. It Is
better to spend money to keep them on the
farms than to spend more money to keep
them in the eity.

Mr. Lapham: What rate on the mort-
gage would the farmers be paying?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The particular per-
son I have referred to is paying 6 per cent.

I hope the Minister for Agriculture will
investigate the application of the scheme.
I am sure the situation is worrying him
as much as it is worrying me, Certainly
the farmers are worrlied. I know the
Minister has made representations to the
Federal Government but more efforts must
be made to seek & solution; bhecause we
will have an accentuated drift to the city
and ghost towns will appear not only in
the mining belt, as we have already seen
in the past, but in the agricultural areas
too. The sooner we get down to brass
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tacks in an endeavour to solve the problem
and tell these people that the criteria have
been relaxed the sooner we will have a
happler farming community and & happier
member for Roe, &t any rate.

In changing from one aspect of agricul-
tural life to another, I have one other
story to relate which is not a very happy
one, either. This concerns wheat quotas—
one of the things that has brought about
the rural recession over the lash
three or four years, since 1969,
when wheat quotas were first introduced.
The scheme has raised many problems and
many alterations have been made to the
system of allocating wheat quotas. Many
changes have been made in the short-fall
and also in the topcut side of the system.

I know a committee has been investigat-
ing this problem and the Minister did make
available to me a copy of the committee's
report, for which I thank him. Since
talking to members of the Farmers’ Union
I also understand that they do not look
favourably on this report and have more
or less rejected it out of hand. I admit
that all this has taken time. The report
was to have been submitted about the
middle of September last year, but it was
not until New Year's Day or thereabouts
that it was finally submitted. We now
find that March is drawing to a close and
we will soon be Into Aprll, Farmers have
cleaned thelr headers and put them away
and have ordered superphosphate to store
in their sheds in order to gain the full
advantage of rebates. But we could, once
again, be faced with a late change in
wheat gquotas.

I do not know whether this has faken
place, but I sincerely hope not. I hope
the Minister will resist any overtures that
are made to him to effect any drastlc
changes at this point of time. If there
are to be any changes I hope they are
announced quickly. Time has completely
run out and farmers will now have no
chance of rearranging their cropping pro-
gramme to any major extent. As I have
pointed out, if they had to make any
machinery replacements these would have
been made already. Their seed has heen
harvested and is now in the shed, and any
alteration to the cropping programme
would bring chaos to the industry.

I now move from the problems of far-
mers engaged in production to the sub-
ject of education for children in rural
areas. Earller in the year I made some
overtures to the Minister concerning
school buses and I thank him for the re-
sponse I received. He agreed to look
sympathetically at the operatlon of school
buses in country areas which, of course,
is coupled with the problem of rural life
generally; the downturn in the rural
economy, and the gaps thaf are now ap-
pearing in various districts as a result of
farmers belng forced to leave thefr pro-
perties. Because of these facts gaps have
been left in the school bus routes.
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We now find that school buses are
operating with the minimum number; in
fact, some are operating at below the
minimum ecarrying capacity, and it is be-
coming more evident that eventually the
school bus system throughout the State
will have to be reorganised completely. If
the school population in the country con-
tinues to decrease I think we might have
to accept a situation where through-buses
operate to take children from one centre
t0 another. During this period of difficult
times in country areas I think every per-
son in the State—both those who are
living in the city and in the country—
should insist—and I am certain they would
insist—on adequate school bus facilities
so that school children in the country can
obtain a proper education. A survey of
the problem has been made by the
Country Education Committee,

Mr. T. D. Evans: For isolated parents?

Mr, W. G. YOUNG: I think it is the
Stern Committee which studies this prob-
lem. In past years sons of farmers could
quite safely be accommodated on the land.
By a process of expansion and by pur-
chasing near-neighbouring properties far-
mers could build their resources up to the
point where their sons could go on the
land. The latest report, however, indicates
that today this is not possible.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Are you speaking
about the Stern Report? 1 thought you
were speaking about the report made on
isolated parents.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: No, I was speaking
of the Stern Report. As I have sald, it
is not now possible to accommodate the
sons of farmers on the land as was done
in the past. In fact, these times it is
rather difficult to set up even one son on
a farm instead of two or three, as was
done in the past. For country children
to compete in the commercial field they
must be given an adequate opportunity
to reach the same level of education as
children in the city. The Government, In
its wisdom, did substantially increase the
living-away-from-home allowances this
yvear and this has been a help, but it does
not go far enough. I know that finance
is short and we have problems in obtain-
ing sufficient money to meet all the needs
of the State, but in the field of education
we have to ensure, somehow, that country
children can advance their secondary edu-
tf:atiti)g\ and that money is made available
or it.

Last year a scheme, based more or less
on a means test, was commenced to
assist the parents of children who could
not afford to send their children away
from home to gain secondary school edu-
cation. Application had to be made for
such assistance and naturally a flood of
applications followed. Unfortunately the
scheme was administered in such a manner
that those who were flrst In were flrst
served and I understand that all the
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money has now gone. I know some parents
who made up their minds that they
would try to battle through. They did
their best and managed to battle through
to the second term. However, at the con-
cluslon of the second term, and after con-
sultation with their bank manager, they
discovered that they did not have suffi-
clent money to meet the cost of their
child's board whilst he was absent from
home for the third term. Therefore, they
applied to the Education Department for
assistance but were told that if they had
applied on the 1st January they would
have been granted assistance but there
was no chance of their recelving assistance
towards the end of the year.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This fund was insti-
tuted by your Government. I understand
the sum placed In the fund was $10,000
and that has now been exhausted. How-
ever, I make the point that although the
[und has not been replenished, ways and
means have been found, through a non-
departmental concern, for further rnoneys
to be made available to the same commit-
tee that administered the previous fund.
I am not saylng that invitations are be-
Ing sought, but applications will be glven
every consideration on their merits by the
same committee.

Mr. W, G. YOUNG: How substantial is
this fqn_d, and can I tell the people who
are writing to me to whom they can apply
and when?

Mr. T. D, Evans: Any needy parent can
apply to the Education Department, as was
the case hitherto.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I did obtain
approval for some assistance recently,

Mr. T. D. Evans: I gave some indica-
lionu of this to the member for Mt. Mar-
shall.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The Minister would
not have any idea of the size of the fund

or how much money is avatlable for assist-
ance?

Mr. T. D. Evans: Some detail of the fund
was given in a letter that was sent to Mr.
Munns some weeks ago.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I thank the Minister
for that and I will check on it.

" Mr. W. A. Manning: Wrong organisa-
cn.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Yes, it is the wrong
organisation. I do think that whilst, per-
haps, the amount in the fund was not suf-
ficient, once the scheme commenced the
people who did their best to refrain from
applying for assistance to educate their
children for two terms by paying for the
board out of thelr own pockets should
have been given some consideration. To
be told that if they had applied in the
first term for assistance they would have
recelved it to cover the full three terms
of their child’s education, after paying the
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child’s board for two terms, and to be told
they would get nothing for the third term,
is rather unfair.

As I have said, the main reason criticism
was levelled against the scheme was that,
once the scheme was commenced, suffic-
ient funds should have been made avail-
able to ensure that adeqguate assistance
was granted over the full 12 months. This
would have avoided the embarrassment of
those who endeavoured to stand on their
own feet by financing their children at
school for the first two terms, only to be
told, whan applying for assistance for the
third term, they shcould have applied in
the first term and kept their money in
their pockets.

Mr. T. D. Evans: This fund was insti-
tuted by the Government that was sup-
ported hy the honourable member. By the
time we got into office the fund was ex-
hausted. I have noted your objectlon, bui
I make the point that the people who ad-
minister the fund at the moment are the
same as those who administered your fund,
and T am sure that any parent who was
riot granted full assistance was not refused
as & result of an act of bad faith. How-
ever, I will bring your point to the atten-
tion of the committee.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: In moving away
from the feld of edueation, I now wish to
refer to the Fitzgerald River Reserve. 1
put a question on today's notice paper
concerning this reserve, but at the time of
framing my questionn I was not aware that
the Environmenial Protection Authority
was making an inspection of the area.
Following the assurance given by the Min-
ister for Mines last year, after a motion on
the reserve had been debated by this
House, It is about time that some move
was made to ascertain whether this mining
field is to become operational or not. How-
ever, I am pleased to see that although the
answer to my question this evening has not
been forthcoming as quickly as I would
like it to be, the matter will be placed
before the Minister for Mines in ahout a
month's time,

Mr. Gayfer: The answer might not be
to your liking.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It may not be, but
I am anxious to ascertaln whether
it can be proved to be an operational min-
ing venture.

Mr. W. A, Mannlng: If they are honest
they would be glad to see some explora-
tion work being done.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: As the member for
Narrogin says, 1f the authority is honest
it will be in favour of some exploration
work being done. Some weeks ago I
was Interested to see in the Press g report
of an inspection made of the Fite-
gerald River Reserve by some interested
persons. 1 understand that the inspection
was sponsored by the Government. The
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member for Albany was a member of the
party who flew over the area, and as I am
the member for the district I thought an
invitation might have been extended to
me to joln the party. As I have sald, I am
the member representing that area and
last year I introduced the motion in the
House concerning the Fitzgerald River Re-
serve, but desplte this the members of the
party who flew over the area did not see
fit to send me an invitation to join them.

Mr. Graham: This must be a day of mis-
haps. The Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Country Party are at-
tending a function this evening, but
apparently members of the Government
were omitted from the invitation list.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: That may be so0,
but the Deputy Premier cannot blame me
for that omission. On the other hand, in
view of the fact that I was greatiy con-
cerned in this matter, I think it would
have only been courtesy for the party to
have asked me if I would like to join them
in making an inspection of the area.

It was with Interest that I noticed the
Governor, in his Speech, commented on
the takeover by the Police Department of
traffic control from country local govern-
ment authorities. He sald—

Since more effective enforcement
has been achieved by Police Depart-
ment patreols where Local Authoritles
have voluntarily relinquished control,
legislation will be intreduced for pro-
gressive take-over of traffic control
from country Local Government
Authorlties.

I would think that probably these words
were written for him and at this stage I
would like to know—I do not want to pass
too much comment on it because I under-
stand legislatlon will be introduced to
effect such a takeover of traffic control by
the police—what evidence has been pro-
duced to show that more effective traffic
control has been achleved with Police De-
partment control.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Surely the honourable
member would not think someone else
;would write the Speech for His Excel-
ency,

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Of course not! The
section to which I have referred was prob-
ably written with tongue in cheek hecause
I know of three Shires where the traffic
control has been taken over by the Police
Traffic Branch and, having talked to the
average person in the street and to some
of the councillors connected with
those shires, I have yet to hear one person
say that more effective enforcement has
heen achieved.

All those to whom I have spoken have
been very critical of what is being done.
Not meny of them say that the control
is even as good as that previously exerclsed
by the shires, let alone being more effective.
However, I do not desire to say too mueh



[Tuesday, 21 March, 1972]

on that polnt at this stage because this
matter will be the subject of debate. later
on in the session,

Still on traffic, I make the point that
since the compulsory wearing of seat belts
has been introduced, it is becoming more
obvious from day to day that some stan-
dardisation of seat belts is absolutely
necessary. I am not referring necessarily
to the type of belt, but to the type of
catch which locks the device.

I was involved in an accldent the
other night when my car went for a Mttle
swim down a creek. My sister-in-law was
with me and the car in which she normally
drives has a lift-up clasp. The seat belts
in my car have the press-button type of
clasp. When the water rushed In she
tried to undo the belt in order that she
might get out of the car. -

Mr. T. D. Evans: Did you say your sister-
in-law or mother-in-law?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It was my sister-in-
}awi. I very seldom drive with my mother-
n-law.

It is obvious that people who constantly
either drive or are passengers in a car get
into the habit of using a particular type
of clasp on the seat belt. We are all
creatures of habit and instinctively, when
In & car with a different type of seat-belt
clasp, we treat it as If it is the belt to
which we are accustomed. My sister-in-law
would still have been in the car trying to
undo that seat belt if I had not come to her
rescue. Fortunately the situation did not
become serious, but if a car expleded and
caught fire, or if it dropped into very deep
water, a person might not be able to learn
in time how to undo the unfamillar belt
clasp. Unless a standard seat-belt clasp
is insisted upon, the seat belt could be a
hazard.

Mr. Lapham: Do vou ride in taxis?
Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Yes.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Does each make of car
feature the one type of seat belt, or do they
vary?

Mr. W. G. YOUNQG: From my experience
of taxis, I would say that each car has its
own particular type.

Mr, Lapham: That is right.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Some have a lap
clasp which is lifted back, others are lifted
a different way, others again have a mag-
netic clasp, while certain makes have the
push-button type. It appears the manu-
facturers please themselves as to the type
of catch they incorporate in their seat
belts.

Mr, Gayfer: What about the Standards
Associatlon?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: All these seat bells
conform with the assoclation’s standard,
but the clasps themselves should be uni-
form so that in an emergency & person
would not have to think about the type of
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clasp, but would be able to undo it instinc-
tively, ho matter what car he was in at
the time. Particularly is this necessary
when water 1s rushing into the car and it
is cold and, naturally, wet.

hgr. Jamieson: Why not include aircraft,
0

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: My experience of
aireraft, which goes a long way back, in-
dicates that the clasps are standard in
planes.

Mr, Jamieson; They are not.

Mr. W. Q. YOUNG: Is the Minister re-
ferring to commercial aircraft?

Mr. Jamieson: I have been in three dif-
ferent aircraft recently and each one had
& different type of seat-belt clasp.

Mr. W. G, YOUNG: I was more or less
referring to the standard Air Force type of
seal belt which undoes very easlly. It does
not have to be unclasped at all. The user
merely hits it and it automatically unlocks.

Although I suppose I am rather game
standing here talking about eggs when
there are some 7,000,000 dozen surplus
eggs and no-one knows what to do about
them, I would like briefly to refer to the
egg sifuation in Esperance, about which
the Minister knows a great deal. It would
appear that some reorganisation of the
whole industry is imminent. Belng a sup-
porter of statutory marketing authorities
and ¢ontrol organisations, I would not sug-
gest for a moment that licenses should be
taken from metropolitan producers and
handed over willy-nilly to producers in
Esperance. However, I would suggest to
the Minister that when the inevitable
massive reorganisation of licensing takes
rlace, the needs of a district should be con-
sidered. Of course, I am referring par-
ticularly to isolated Esperance which is
some 550 miles by rail from Perth. It
would appear that those growers in the
Esperance area who went cut of egg pro-
duetion in 1968 have now lost their entitle-
ment to produce eggs. Those in the
district now retain only very limited
licenses, and, as a consequence, the egg
requirements of the distriet are by no
means met locally.

Mr. Lapham: Where do the town's eggs
come from?

Mr, W. G. YOUNQGQ: From Perth. They
~a down by train and are frequently—more
often than not—10 days old on arrival;
that is, it is 10 days from the time of
stamping to the time the eggs reach Esper-
ance.

Mr. Rushton: What s the freight per
dozen?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I do not know off-
hand. The van in which they travel is
sometimes not even refrigerated and ls
shunted off the line on arrival. Often
the eggs are stale and, in some cases,
many are broken. I know one storekeeper
there who has on numerous occasions
found it necessary to hire extra staff for
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the sole purpose of physically washing the
eggs before they can be placed into racks
and sold. This is because some yolks have
run through the cartons as a result of
breakages.

This system seems to me to be a retro-
grade step in view of the fact that people
have the facilities, the know-how, and
the ability to produce eggs in the Esper-
ance district. Something must be wrong
with the zoning system. I have already
said that I agree with statutory marketing
and I cannot envisage an immediate solu-
tion because the only one that comes to
mind is the taking of licenses from those
already producing in the metropolitan
area in order to permit the eggs to he
produced in Esperance.

However, if a reorganisation of the issue
of egg licenses is to take place—and this
seems inevitable because a 23 per cent.
cut has been announced—Iit 1is obvious
that some preoducers in the metropolitan
area will be put out of business.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has flve more minutes.

Mr. Moiler: Could not a lot of country
operators be put out of business?

Mr, W. G. YOUNG: Yes. This Is in-
evitable. If these peoble can supply a
local market, like the chaff growers in
the district of the member for Northam—
and I see he is getting ready to speak—

Mr. McIver: I haven’t said a word.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: No, but the honour-
able member is getting ready. If some
egg producers are put out of business, and
a complete reorganisation of the licensing
system takes place, the Minister should
take into consideration the fact that some
growers In Esperance should be granted
licenses in sufficient numbers to allow
them to supply the needs of the Esperance
area.

I am not suggesting that sufficient
leenses should be granted to the Esper-
ance producers to enable them to compete
with producers in other centres, but they
are In a rather special situation because
of their isolation. As we all know, the
railway system ts to be upgraded and pos-
sibly in a year or so the eggs could arrive
in a much more satisfactory condition, but
at this time they arrive in a far-from-
satisfactory condition.

Mr. T. D. Evans: They might even
arrive from the illystrious electorate of
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: I am glad the Min-
ister interjected, because another bone of
contention in Esperance is the faet that
the milk must come from Kalgoorile when
better milk can be produced on the plains
at Esperance.

In conclusion, I would dke to refer to
the resurfacing of roads throughout the
State. I know such work is necessary, but
recently the entire width of a section of

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Brookton Highway was resurfaced,
and one garage proprietor in the hills told
me that during the two days of the re-
surfacing 19 motorists required new wind-
screens,

Mr. Jamieson: Not too many motorists
could have obeyed the “Slow Down" signs,
could they?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: That s right. I
nearly suffered a broken windscreen
as a result of the action of =&
g;otorist. travelling in the opposite direc-
on.

If the whole width of a road must be
resurfaced in the one operation, the police
or the shire should be instructed to have
a traffic officer on duty to ensure that
motorists do, in fact, obey the trafiic signs,
Then, once the danger is passed, it is be-
holden upon ithe shire, the police, or the
Main Roads Department—whoever is re-
sponsible—to have the signs removed. One
slgn reading, *Loose Stones. Cautlon.
Slow.” has remained in position since last
August.

Mr, Jamieson: How fast did you say you
go past that sign?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It does not refer
to any speed.

Mr. Jamieson: I just wondered how fast
you go.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: The sign has been
there for seven months and everyone
treats it with contempt. To bhe effective,
a sign must be obeyed, and it must be
removed when the danger is past.

MR. HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [8.27
p.n.J: I rise to support the motlon so
ably moved by the member for Merredin-
Yilgern on opening day. I would like to
congratulate him on the spirited manner
in which he addressed himself to the sub-
ject, the remarkable adroitness with which
he recited all the Governor's extreme list
of decoratlons and honours, and the grave
and weighty earnestness with which he
then addressed himself to the subject
matter of the Speech. It 1s a pity the
Governor’s Speech itself was not as elo-
quent as ‘he Address-in-Reply moved by
the honourable member. In addition to
paying that compliment to my colleague,
I would also like to congratulate the Gov-
ernment itself on the type of legislation it
has seen fit to lst as its programme for
this part of the session and alse, I hope,
ior the part of the session held in the
latter part of the year.

Mr. Court: You must have stirred them
up at that conference.

Mr. HARTREY: I wish to refer to sub-
jects close to my heart; that is, industrial
relations, workers' compensation, mines
regulations, miners’ relief, law reform, and
interstate and Commonwealth relations. I
propose to say briefly something about
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each of those in turn, and 1 begin by re-
marking that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who, I am sorry to say, is not present
tonight, referred in hls address to indus-
trial unrest and rebuked the Government
party for a sort of share in encouraging,
stimulating, or bringing about in some way
or other industrial unrest—a very unfair
charge, but one which is very frequently
thrown at the party to which I have the
honour to belong.

In passing I would like to draw the at-
tention of the House to some Indusirial
unrest—a report of which won a place in
thie newspapers a fortnight or so ago—and
give some idea of the cause.

Members may have read that at Agnew
a black ban was imposed upon mining op-
erations being carried out there by shaft-
sinking contractors. The unlon simply re-
fused to let the men work, declarsd the
place black, and, of course, was gullty of
all sorts of industrial disorder, turmoil,
and insubordination!

As a matter of fact, that was not the
position at all, The employers were grossly
overworking the men, The average shift
worked was 10 hours a day, even by a
winder driver who has & most responsible
position. It is quite contrary to the actual
terms of the Mines Regulation Act to em-
ploy & winder driver for such a span of
hours except In the gravest emergency,
but there was no emergency at all, Obedi-
ent to the regulations governing the min-
ing industry, the men refused to work.
They declared this place black because the
employers would not even discuss the situ-
ation with them. Finally they brought the
;atm;;}oyers to heel by resorting to the law

self,

It is not always the fault of the worker
when there is industrial unrest and it is
not always the fault of the worker when
he refuses to work under conditlons im-
posed upon him by his employer. I say
that in passing and by way of a retort to
the criticlsms that have been offered—
and doubtless will still be offered in sub-
sequent speeches by members of the
Opposition—to the attitude adopted by
this Government and by adherents of the
Labor Party.

Mr. Court: You are not suggesting the
men were not paid for the full time they
worked,

Mr. HARTREY: No, I am not suggesting
that: I am saying the men refused to
accept the conditions, black-balled the
mine, and walked out because they in-
sisted on the law bheing ohserved.

Mr. Court: You are not answering my
question. Are you suggesting they were not
pald for the hours they worked?

Mr. HARTREY: No, I am not suggesting
thet, and T do not invite the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to suggest it.

1

Mr. Court: I want to make the polint
clear because you are giving the im-
pression that they were heing sweated.

Mr. HARTREY: I never sald they were
being sweated. I said they were being over-
waorked—illegally overworked—and in the
case of a winder driver dangerously over-
worked. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition approves of this, I do not.

Mr. Court: I was trying to clear up a
point because you were giving an unfalr
impression,

Mr. HARTREY If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition wants clearing up, I can do
that just as well as he can.

Mr. Graham: And more!
side I would be on.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Boulder-Dundas will continue.

Mr. HARTREY: I am pleased to know
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that I am still speak-
Ing. So far as industrial arbitration fis
concerned, certaln amendments to the Act
are desirable and are proposed. I trust in
due course they will be passed by this
House and by another place. I have said
previously, and will repeat any time, my
belief is that industrial arbitration is not
the solution of industrial relations. Neither
is conciliation which is sometimes put for-
ward as a desirable alternative to arbitra-
tion. ‘The only real solution which would
bring Jjust industrial conditions to wage
earners les in the formation of some au-
thority with the power to fix rents, inter-
est, prices, and wages, although I realise
the difficulties associated with establishing
such an authority, To establish such a
tribunal would achieve an economic equil-
ibrium which no capitalist country in the
world can hoast of today for the simple
reason that no caplitallst country in the
world has attempted to do precisely what
I am speaking about.

Mr. Willlams: How do you get a tribunal
to work? I am referring to overcoming
blackmarketing when prices are flxed. The
member for Boulder-Dundas has seen this
himself.

Mr. HARTREY: How does one deal with
any breach of the law? It Is not possible
to exterminate burglary even by hanging
burglars, a fact which was proved 100
Years ago or more.

Mr. Williams: You have to catech them.

Mr. HARTREY: Of course they must be
caught. The member for Bunbury knows
that as well as I do.

Mr. Williams: You know better than I.

Mr. HARTREY: Of course they must be
caught in the same way as we must catch
an employer or employee who breaks the
present arbitration provisions. As I sald
previously, they were caught at Agnew. Of
course they are not always caught and it
{s not possible to enforce every law with

I know whose
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100 per cent. efficiency. We would all be
saints if we could do this. It is ridiculous
to say because some people will break the
law we should not have laws. We should
have a tribunal with power to fix rent,
which is one of the heaviest burdens
working people have to carry, to fix inter-
est, which is another heavy burden, and to
fix the exorbitant prices which, as it is
now, the entire community dees not have to
carry. Is there any arbitration court for
B.H.P.? The answer is “No.” In fact, the
Federal Treasurer said that BH.P. was a
company and he could not dictate to it.
Those were his very words. However, he
would dictate to wage earners any day of
the week.

Mr. Court: Are you advocating pegged
wages?

Mr. HARTREY: I will not be led aside by
questions. I have said what I wish to say
and the member for Nedlands will have his
turn to speak.

My, Court: Are you advocating pegged
wages?

Mr. HARTREY: I am advocating pegged
prices, rent, and ihterest.

Mr. Court: ¥You are out of step with
Labor in the Federal sphere.

Mr. HARTREY: If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition s willing to advocate pegged
interest and pegged rents, I will go along
with him and advocate pegged wages, and
so will everyone else of my persuasion.

Mr. Court: You will not get endorsed at
the next election.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Yes, the Federgl sphere
would advocate this, You try them out.

Mr. HARTREY: If one wants to know
anything about the tenets of a particular
religlon one should ask a man who be-
longs to it. The Deputy Leader of the
Oppoesition should not be asking me.

Mr. Rushton: What about the abuses of
the awards?

Mr. Jamieson: Employers abuse an
award every time one is created.

Mr. HARTREY: 1 come now to the sub-
ject of workers' compensation which I look
at from the point of view of the working
miner, because I had the honcur to bhe
borm in a mining town and now have the
honour of representing g mining area.
Certain anomalies which now exist urgently
need to be remedied. For example, my
learned friends opposite, the Liberal Party,
in its more liberal days, gave a direction
to the State Government Insurance Office
that any miner with the disease of silicosis
to the extent of €5 per cent. should be
deemed to be totally and permanently
incapacitated for work. However, in
January, 1970, the same Liberal Govern-
ment, which was not so liberal at that
stage, cancelled that Instruction. I ask that
this should be written into the law so that
nobody can doubt it.
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I further ask that there should be written
into the law & presumption that, if a
man who has been pronounced as having
50 per cent. silicosis or more dies at home
or at work of a cardiac seizure, his death
is attributable to silicosis. I think the
mentxll]:ler for Subiaco might agree with me
on s.

I submit it is medically almost impossible
if a man has lost half his lung function
and has & diseased heart for there to be
no Interrelation whatsoever between this
and the causation or aggravation of a
heart condition. After all, the primary
function of a heart is to pump blood and
the lungs to aerate that blood. It Is per-
fectly true the heart has extra work to do
when pumping blood through withered
organs. If a person suffering from the
disease of silicosis finally collapses and dies
of a heart condition it is ridiculous to say
the disease has not contributed to it. At
present under the Workers' Compensation
Act heart failure is not presumed to bhe
attributabie to sllicosis. T say a presump-
tion should be written into the Act so that
when the Medical Board has declared that
50 per cent. or more of a man’s lung func-
tion has been lost, if that man dies of a
heart attack it should be presumed to have
resulted from the disease of silicosls un-
};ess his employers can prove to the con-
rary.

If the employer cannot prove to the con-
trary, in this way the widow would at least
receive compensation. Time and time
again I have seen compensation refused
by the present tribunal in the e¢ircum-
stances I have described.

The other day I commented privately
that in cases where I have acted for work-
ers who are still alive T have frequently
heen successful. I added that I have fre-
quently been unsuccessful In connection
with clajms made by widows, I think this
should be remedied.

There is a third matter I would like to
see remedied. It is a well known maxim
of law that justice should not only be done
but should be seen to be done. I shall
refer to the pneumoconiosis medical board.
I do not wish to offer any criticism of the
integrity or professional ability of its mem-
bers, but I do offer the criticlsm that they
are all Government employees and the
only insurance office concerned is the State
Government Insurance Office. It certainly
does not seem as if justice is being done.
Not only does 1t not seem just, it does not
at times even seem sense,

Under the Mine Workers’ Relief Act the
mines medical officer advises the Minister
for Mines when a man is declared to have
early silicosis and the Minister who, of
course, 15 not & doctor 1ssues a certificate.
The expression ‘early silicosls” is rather
£ misnomer, hecause a person must gen-
erally have had silicosis for a period of 15
to 20 years before it produces symptoms of
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any disabling character at all. If someone
has had this for 15 or 20 years we can
hardly call it “early.” The man is then
told, in almost classlcal words, that the
disease may do him some harm. I shall
read form “I” of the Mine Workers' Re-
Hef Act, which is slgned by the Minister
for Mines on the recommendation of the
medical officer concerned, It says—

Take notice that you are reported
as having developed silicosls in the
early stage, and that further employ-
ment underground at a mine may be
detrimental to your future health.

That is the understatement of the year.
Form "J" reads—

Take notice that you are reported as
having developed sllicosis in the ad-
vanced stage, and that further em-
ployment underground at & mine may
be detrimental to your future health.

By this time the man is more than half
dead, but the form says that it may be
detrimental to his future health if he con-
tinues to work in 2 mine.

I shall mention the case of a man I know
who, I am sure, would not object to my
mentioning his name, which is Tony
Butun. He applied to be assessed by the
pneumoconiosis medical hoard of which
the mines medical officer is 4 member. He
was declared to have 50 per cent. silicosls
and received compensation on that basls.
He applied again and was declared to have
60 per cent. silicesis and he received sub-
sequent compensation on that basis. He
applied again 12 months later and was
declared to have only 60 per cent. sillcosls
still. Immediately after his second exami-
nation, at which 1t was found he still had
60 per cent. silicosls, the Minister for Mines
in the last Government sighed a certificate
to the effect that the man had advanced
silicosls. This happened on the 23rd Feb-
ruary last year after the elections but be-
fore the present Government took office.
I invite members t{o tell me how it ap-
pears to be just if & man who Is examined
by a hody, of which the mines medical
officer 1s a member, is found not to have
advaneed beyond 60 per cent. silicosls in
a l2-inonth period but 1s at the same time
certified to have advanced sllcosis.

Dr. Dadour: Do you know that silicosis
is 8 progressive disease, even though a
person may not go down 8 mine any more?

Mr. HARTREY: I am well aware of that.

Dr. Dadour: This is probably what hap-
pened in the 12-month perled.

Mr. HARTREY: I am not saying his
silicosis did not advance in the 12-month
perlod, but I am saying that the board, on
which the mines medical officer who certi-
fled it had advanced Is a member, stated
that sllicosls was still at 60 per cent., the
same as it was 12 months previously. This
does not glve confidence-—certalnly not to
me—in the usefulness of the board.
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T would llke to see written into the
Workers' Compensation Act & provision
that the pneumoconiosis medical board
shall consist of one medical man appointed
by the workers, one appointed by the em-
ployers, and one chosen in the same way
as 8 jury is chosen; namely, from a register
of qualified medical practitioners specialis-
Ing In diseases of the chest and chosen by
lot. If anyone goes to a jury room he will
see that members are drawn out of a box
containing the names of qualified persons.
As the names come out s0 the beople serve
on the jury unless they are challenged
There is nothing wrong with the miner
having as the worker's representative on
the board nis own medical adviser. The
person chosen would know a great deal
more ahout the man's condition than any-
one else. There is nothing wrong with the
employers choosing & medical man to go on
the board for the same reason. However,
the chairman, who has the casting vote,
should be chosen from highly qualified
versons who have no inferest, govern-
mental or otherwise, in the outcome of
the examination.

I now come to another subject I have at
heart; that is, law reform. I am pleased
to know there iIs a likelihood of the Third
Party Claims Tribunal being abolished in
the near future and the jurisdiction being
returned to the courts. That is perhaps a
little sarcastic. I suppose the tribunal
could call itself a court. It Is presided
aver by a distriet judge, although the other
two members are not legal men. In my
opinion, when there are large sums of
money at stake, it is not good to take
jurisdiction from the high courts of the
State and glve it to inferlor tribunals,
The Supreme Court is the highest court
in this State, although the High Court of
Australia, which sits here once a year, has
jurisdiction all over Australia,

For that reason, I also advocate that
there should he an appeal from the
Workers' Compensation Board to the
Supreme Court on questions of fact as well
as on guestions of law. That is very im-
portant. There is now an appeal to the
Supreme Court from the Workers’ Com-
pensation Board on questions of law but
not on questions of faet. If one goes into
the local court with a claim for $15¢ and
one loses the case, one has & right of ap-
peal to the Supreme Court of Western
Australta on questions of fact and law, but
if one goes to the Workers’ Compensation
Board with a claim for $11,000 and one
loses the case, one can appeal to the
Supreme Court on a point of law only.
If the decision is wrong in fact, no-one can
set it right. The Supreme Court could
set it right if it had the chance to do so,
but it does not have the chance.

It seems to me to be absurd that a court
which has jurisdiction to decide questions
of fact and law in matters involving $150
should not also have the right to declde
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questions of fact and law in matters in-
volving $11,000, which is not quite the
maximum workers' compensation payable
at the present time.

There is another question of law reform
which I consider to be very important, and
I understand we are scon to have amend-
ments to the Juries Act. I have spoken
about this matter before and I will not
stress it unnecessarily at the moment. I
will have more t0 say when the Bill comes
up. It will redress an injustice to which
I referred in my maiden speech in this
House approximately 12 months ago.

I am particularly pleased there is lkely
to be legislation to abolish capital punish-
ment. I think capital punishment is an
antiquated abomination which is quite un-
worthy of any community that nowadays
calls itself civilised. “I hope that I shall
never see g sight as ugly as a gallows tree.”
I will be very happy when this ugly residue
of medieval torture is abolished.

Mr. Graham: Hear! Hear!

Mr. HARTREY: A suggestion has re-
cently been made which I also commend
very heartily: that is, that trials of persons
charged with drug offences should be made
triable by Jjury because of the very high
penalties imposed, I think that s
thoroughly fair and just. However, I also
ask that the awful enormity and gross
crime of laying a bet on Saturday after-
noon in a pub without the consent of the
T.A.B. should also be triable by jury be-
::at;seo tge minimum fine for that crime
s $1,000.

That seems to be out of all proportion
to common sense, but it is on the Statute
book. I have not the power to amend it
but I have the power to ask that when
the guestion of extending the right of trial
by jury is being considered, peaple charged
with that heinous offence should also be
entitled to cast themselves upon their
country, as the old expression was, and
elect to be tried by a jury.

I now come to the matter of State re-
lations with the Commonwealth. I am
particularly pleased that during the year
an announcement was made of the lkeli-
hood of all the States of Australia com-
bining as a body to deal with the
Commonwealth Government on the issue
of financial relations. I have spoken
about this matter before and I do not wish
to weary the House with tedious repetition,
but it is absolutely obvious to everyone
who has the well-being of this Common-
wealth at heart that the lifeblood of the
people of Australia is to be found in the
Industry of the people themselves, in the
products of that industry, and in the re-
sources of the various States from which
those products are derived.

To hear the casual conversations of the
ordinary citizens when speaking about
financial depressions, and to read the
newspapers, one would think it was the
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Federal Government that created all the
wealth of this country. Of course, no
Government ever creates the wealth of
any country, If it Is wise, the Govern-
ment can help towards a wise and just
distribution of wealth, but it cannot create
wealth. It has been well said that one
never gets anything from a Government
except more government, or perhaps
sometimes less government, which is even
more desirable; but it must be borne in
mind that the revenue for which we are
supposed to go on hended knees to the
Commonwealth Government is our own
money, the money produced in this State
and in Queensland, Tasmanla, New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. It
is produced by people who are primarily
citizens of those States and who are pri-
marily concerned with the industrial con-
ditlons of those States.

It may be said that is a very unpatriotic
utterance for an Australian citizen to
make; it may bhe sald, “Hartrey, you
should not be stressing the differences he-
tween the States, you should be taking
the broad Australian outlook and giving
the impression that this thing in Canberra
is Australian.”

Mr. Rushton: You are opposite to your
own Federal party.

Mr. HARTREY: I am not opposite to
anyone but the honourable member at
this moment.

Mr. Rushton: You are saying something
different from the Federal policy.

Mr. Bryce: He knows more aghout our
policy than you do.

Mr. HARTREY: It may well be that
in the United States the Federal Govern-
ment §s entitled to lord it over the States
because historically all the States except
the original 13 are the creatures of the
Federal Government. All the States other
than the 13 which originally seceded from
Britaln were made out of the territory
which those TUnited States clalmed for
themselves, and step by step, as they
reached a certain population, each one of
them was declared by the Federal Govern-
ment to be a State. So the States of the
Union, with the exception of 13 out of
50, are the creation of the Federal Govern-
ment.

That is not so0 in Australla. No State
was created by the Federsl Government.
The only thing created by it was Can-
berra. Canberra still controls the Northern
Territory, although it is rapidly losing con-
trol over New Guinea. It is a farcical situa-
tlon that the majority of the Australian
peaple have to crawl to bureaucratic in-
stitutions in Canberra for sufficient of their
own money to finance their own ventures.
This situation should be revised.

The day has come apparenfly—and I
welcome it—when the people of the six
States, through their respective Govern-
ments, are combining to confront the
Federal authority with the proposition



[Tuesday, 21 March, 1972]

that it is vital to all the Australian people
to have roads, bridges, & water supply,
hospitals, education, and enviromnmental
protection. There are many matters more
necessary to the people of Ausiralia than
a diplomatic service in Venezuela and a
postal service which 15 a disgrace and
one of the most expensive in the world.

If I wish to post a letter of importance
I do not dare trust it to the general mail
service—I register ft. If it is very impor-
tant I will send it by A. R. card to ensure
the return of a receipt saying it was de-
livered. Many times I receive inquiries
from lawyers in other States about infor-
mation which has already been forwarded.
The post office charges are extortionate
and the service i{s bad. That is all I can
say for it.

One cannot say that the contribution
made by the Federal Government to the
well-being of the Australian people is in
any way comparable to the States' con-
tribution. Why should the States bow
to this authority to obtaln money to dis-
charge  very great  obligations—for
example, to assist the farmers mentioned
g little while ago? Why should the States
be short of money to assist the farmers?

Mr. Rushton: Do you not remember the
action of Mr, Chifley?

Mr. HARTREY; [ would like to remind
the member for Dale of the action of Mr.
Bruce in 1928 when he put through the
referendum which created the Financial
Agreement.

Mr. Rushton: I sald Mr. Chifley.

Mr, HARTREY: The honourable mem-
ber should not commence to tell us about
Mr, Chifley. I know much more Australian
history than he does and have lived through
some of it.

I will now confine myself to my speech
and not to the interjections of the member
for Dale who is so fond of interjecting
{rrespective of whether or not he knows
what he is talking about. On some occa-
slons he does know,

Mr. Rushton: You can help me on some
oceasions.

Mr, HARTREY: I will again if the hon-
ourable member gives me the opportunity.

Mr. Graham: He needs help.

Mr. HARTREY: I do not want to weary
the House unnecessarily. I welcome this
development and I hope that our Premier
and Attorney-General and the Premiers
and Attorneys-General of the other States
will see that justice is done. Before very
long the States will be evenly divided—
there will be three Labor and three Liberal
Governments, This is not & party question.

Mr. Court:; That is wishful thinking.

Mr, HARTREY: We already have a
Labor Government in South Australia and
Western Austiralia and very shortly we will
have one in Tasmania. I sincerely hope
this move will be successful.
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I would like to conclude my remarks
with the commenis made by a famous
Roman senator, This was Cato the Elder
and he concluded every speech in the
Senate in this manner, “Censeoc quoque
Carthaginem esse delendam.” Interpreted
this means, "I think, too, that Carthage
should be destroyed.” Of course, ultimately
it was destroyed. I would like to conclude
this speech by saying, “Censeo quoque
Canberram esse diminuendam,” which can
be translated, “I think, too, that Canberra
should have its wings clipped.”

Mr, Court: You should speak to Mr.
Whitlam. He would not like that speech.

DR. DADOUR (Subiaco) [9.00 pm.]): 1
rise on this occaslon to answer some of
the recent critleisms of the medical pro-
fesslon in general. The news medla has
been bombarded with comments on doctors”
fees and the medical profession. I find this
very distressing indeed.

I am proud to be & member of the medi-
cal profession. It is a very dedicated pro-
fession composed of many wonderful men
and women who render a valuable service
to the public. The medical profession at-
tempts to alleviate pain, cure the sick, and
prevent illness. My job satisfaction as a
general practitioner is complete angd total.
I enjoy my werk so much that I do not
consider It work. I work extremely long
hours. I am probably sounding a little
sanciimonious, but I would like to justify
my followilng remarks.

There seems t0 be & unigue singling-out
of the medical profession. I do not know
why this is so unless there are people who
desire a totally socialised medical scheme. I
do not know whether this would be good or
bad. However, looking at the scheme as 1t
operates in Great Britain, we see that it
leaves a great deal to be desired,

Mr. Graham: I think you could say that
well and truly about our Australian
scheme, too.

Dr. DADOUR.: Our Australian scheme
may not be 100 per cent.. but it is a very
good scheme,

Mr. Graham. For whom?

Dr. DADOUR: There are no more than
50 doctors in the whole of Australla who
are rebelling sagalnst the Government
scheme. This is a splinter minority group.
The Australian Medical Association is not
a judiciary association. It is simply an
association. 1t cannot say, “This doctor
cannot be part of the scheme.,” The Gov-
ernment has the final say.

ml\i{tr Graham: There are no communists

Dr. DADOUR: From my inquiries the
president and vice-president may be right
wing supporters and the rest of the associ-
ation probably belong to the group. Of
course, I can only speculate.
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For many years doctors have rendered
service in hospitals on & purely voluntary
basis. This service is provided willingly,
and although it is gradually being phased
out, it still operates in many areas. Hospl-
tals frequently charge needy patients but in
many Instances doctors make no charge
whatever. Over the centuries the doctor!s
attitude has not materially altered with
regard to fees,

We now find that Government control s
being infroduced between the patient and
the doctor. Most people ¢an afford medi-
cal insurance and there is & special pro-
vision for those who cannot afford it. Doe-
tors are still prepared to treat the needy
for nothing.

The profession merely asks of people that
if they can afford to belong to an insurance
scheme then they should pay fair and just
fees. There may be some members who
would say that fees have not been just and
proper. Those who do so are challenged to
compare doetors' fees with the charges of
skilled tradesmen. For example, take a
television repairman. How much does he
charge? How much does a washing machine
repairman charge merely for coming to the
house and not for the time spent on the
repair or the parts that are replaced?
Members will find that there !s a great
discrepancy and that a tradesman receives
far tfm:-re than a doctor for making a home
visit.

The fact is that fees for medical service
and treatment in Australia are by far the
lowest in the great western nations of the
world. In all those nations a higher fee
Is charged than is charged in Australia;
and very much so. If we compare our
medical fees with the basic wage and other
economic standards we find that medical
fees have risen very little over the past 30
yvears. If we take the case of general prac-
titioners' fees as a guide it is fair to say
that they have been markedly depressed,
In 1932 when the fee for a general prac-
titioner consultation was 10s. 8d. the basie
wage was £2 13s. 6d.; but in 1972 the price
of a consultation—and believe it or not I
had to look it up—is $3.30 and the mini-
mum wage is in the vicinity of $55 to $60.
So we have 8 tenfold increase in the basic
wage compared with a threefold increase in
doctors’ fees.

Mr. Graham: Wouldn't you say the exist-
ing system virtually ensures that there are
no bad debts to the doctor?

Dr. DADOUR: Yes. There are very few
bad debts today compared with pre-
insurance days.

Mr. Graham: I think that is a factor
which should be taken into account. Itisa
direct benefit to the medical practitioner.

Dr. DADOUR: I grant the Minister that.
I would also say that of the $3.30 paid
by the patient, $2.50 is recouped from his
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insurance, so in reality he pays 80c out
of his pocket. In 1932 he pald 10s. 6d., or
$1.05. So it costs less today for a patient
to see a dactor than was the case 40 years
ago.

Mr. Willlams:
Deputy Premier.

Dr. DADOUR: No, he i too foxy for
that.

Mr. Graham: I do not know whether
I have been complimented or insulted,

Dr. DADOUR: That from me is a com-
pliment. The increase in doctors' incomes
has been due to increased utilisation of the
doctor. Probably this utilisation is initiated
by the patient. The doctor does not ask
the patient to come to see him: the patient
comes of his own volition.

Mr. Bertram: Not always, by a long shot.

Dr. DADOUR: It depends upon the con-
ditions. Sometimes it is necessary to ask
a patient to come back because the doctor
is responsible. This must be accepted. He
is not doing his jeb unless in certain cases
he gasks the patient to come back for
follow-up treatment, which is needed with
many illnesses. I grant the honourable
member that. However the crux of it is
that the patlents go t¢ the doctor; the
doctor does not stand outside his office
with a lasso and rope them in: He does
not advertise on television or radio, or In
the Press or any other media. He simply
waits until the patients come,

Why do they come more often? There
are two reasons. Consultations with a doc-
tor are now very cheap if one contributes
to a medical scheme; and, secondly, the
patient has pecome far better informed.
Instead of suffering some ailment or minor
illness he goes to the doctor far more
quickly—within days—to have his condi-
tion checked and to make sure there is
nothing wrong:; whereas in the old days
he probably saved up five or 10 ailments
and brought them all with him!

The patient today is better educated and
more orientated towards knowing that he
must see his doctor quickly. The news-
papers are doing a great service in this
regard. Quite often one reads that if one
finds any lumps in parts of the anatomy
one should see the doctor, or that if any-
thing untoward happens, such as suffering
from Iindigestion, one should see one's
family doctor. This is initiated by journal-
ists who write the articles and, of course,
it brings people to the doctors.

Today we have immunisation pro-
grammes, too. People go to be Immunised
against influenza and they take their chil-
dren to be immunised against three dis-
eases at once. I refer to what is known
as triple antigen which immunises against
whooping cough, tetanus, and diphtheria.
People receive three separate injections for
this and then another gne 12 months later.

That has confused the
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So it can be seen that much of this in-
creased utilisation is due to education plus
the fact that it is now much cheaper for
pecople to see their doctors.

The doctor, unlike members of other pro-
fessions, and whether he likes it or not,
must work extremely long hours because
of the work load. I do not ask patients to
come back unless I think it is necessary
to do so In order to clear my conscience,
and it will be found that the majority of
doctors, when they ask patients to come
back, do not necessarily charge a second
consultation fee. Some do, of course, but
a great number do not.

Mr. Williamsg: Are you one who does
not?

Dr. DADOUR: Yes,

Mr. Willlams: I will come and see you
more often.

Dr. DADOUR: Because of the fact that

he works very long hours the doetor's in-
come must increase. One could contem-
plate saying facetiously that a doctor
probably earns too much and works such
iong hours that he has no time to spend
t.

Mr. Court:
that.

Mr. Bertram: You could face up to that,
surely.

Dr. DADOUR: I am sure a great num-
ber of people in this House would gladly
help me spend it. However, it takes many
vears of study and work before a doctor
earns what the community would consider
to be a reasonable income. As a matter of
fact, the general practitioner does not
earn 8 reasonable income until he is about
33 or 34 years of age. I would venture to
say that a speclalist—be he a physician, a
surgeon, or some other speclalist—does not
earn what one would call a reasonable in-
come until he is 37 to 40 years of age.

Mr, Bertram: What is a reasonable in-
come?

Dr. DADOUR: That depends upon what
we use a8 8 yardstick, I think the average
doctor in private practice earns between
$12,000 and $16,000 net, after allowing for
45 per cent. in overheads.

Mr. Bickerton: Overheads!
underground, too.

Dr. DADOUR: Unfortunately, none of
that money can go straight into his pocket,
as is the case with many other professions
where people do not want receipts. Doe-
tors have to give receipts because doctors'
fees are taxation deductions and they are
also claims on hospital benefits. So un-
fortunately we cannot do the ducking act.

General practitioners’ services depend
upon the creation of an intense personal
interest. There is a traditional relation-
ship in this country and the proponents of
soclalised medicine have always contended
that s salarled service can provide that
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relationship. Common sense and experi-
ence of many Government instrumentali-
ties will indlecate that this is definitely not
0.

It has been well proved in America that
when a doctor is a full-time employee of
the State or an institution his output falls
considerably: it does not increase, but falls.
S0 we find that his operation list becormes
smaller and he spends less time in hos-
pitals. Also, the waiting list of patients
who seek operations hecomes longer. The
time spent in hospiial becomes longer, and
if an overall view of the picture is taken
it 1s found that inefflciency has increased.
Under the British medical scheme this has
been proved time and time agaln. Despite
this, there are proponents of such a scheme
who would like {o see it operating in Aus-
{ralia.

Mr. Jones: What is your opinlon of the
existing hospital benefits contributory
scheme where a contributor on $20,000 a
year and ancther on $5,000 a year pay the
same subscription? Do you think that is
g falr scheme? The man on the lower
income has to keep up his high contribu-
tion otherwise the cost of his hospitalisa-
tion would not be covered.

Dr. DADOUR: There are two levels, of
course. He may prefer to go into a private
ward instead of a public ward.

Mr. Rushton: How much taxation does
he pay?

Mr. Jones: I am just putting this for-
ward as a8 weakness in the scheme.

Dr. DADOUR.: I can assure the member
for Collie that there are more weaknesses
in the other scheme., Members will recall
that Clement Attlee, who was the architect
of the British medical scheme—

Mr. Jamieson: He was not, of course; Sir
William Beveridge was.

Mr. Hutchinson: Was he Prime Minister
then?

Dr. DADOUR.: I stand corrected; it was
Sir Willlam Beveridge. Anyhow, he diled
in a private ward of one of the large Lon-
don hospitals. How much faith did he
have in his own scheme?

Mr. Bickerton: Attlee or Clement?

Dr. DADQOUR: Clement Attiee. How
much faith did he have in his own
scheme?

Mr. Bickerton: Perhaps other doctors
obstructed him.

Dr. DADOUR: Would any member of the
House tolerate the delay and the waste of
time experienced with & Government
welfare medical scheme? Would he
be prepared to accept the lack of privacy
that is suffered by the ordinary taxpayer
under such a scheme?

Mr. Lapham: You get delays and waste
of time now., You telephone a doctor to
obtain his services but you are still obliged
to wait. ¥You do not get medication
immediately.
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Dr. DADOUR: The member for Karrin-
yup knows full well that a doctor cannot
be in two places at the one time but some-~
times people expect a doctor to be in three
or four places at the one time. This, of
course, is a physical impossibility. Doctors
five it.he best possible service they are able

o give,

Mr., Bertram: What can this Parliament
do about this problem you are raising?

Dr. DADOUR: I am bringing home to
the people of this State that perhaps the
medical profession is being maligned,

Mr. Court: Unfairly maligned.

Mr. Jones: You would not do too well
through the Arbitration Court.

Dr. DADOUR.: The honourable member
had better contemplate what I told him
the other day about hanging. Despite
what members on the other side of the
House may sey, the primary concern of
members of the medical profession is not
pecuniary, but the complete care of their
patients; it is no more and no less. We
gm-:z at giving adequate care to our pat-
ients.

Mr. Jamieson: I wish you had been in
attendance at s meeting held in Rocking-
ham some weeks ago to hear what some of
your medical colleagues said.

Dr. DADOUR.: There we have the little
left wing splinter group.

Mr. Bertram: No, the right wing splinter
group,

Dr. DADOUR: My halo fell down years
ago.

Mr. Jamieson: Wait till Dr. Worner gets
hold of you.

Mr. Court: You keep to your story! If
any of the people on the other stde of the
House had an allment the first person they
would scream out for would be a doctor
and they would expect him to turn out
at 3.00 am. or 4.00 a.m.

Dr. DADOUR: If any member on the
opposite side of the House took 111 T would
give him the same treatment as I would
give to any member on this side of the
House. That is a promise and not a threat.
Any member on the other side of the House
who seeks my advice would receive it. I
have received advice from many of them
in the past, despite the fact that on some
occasions it has heen rough advice.

I believe, and I agree, that for the pre-
sent medical scheme to be successful it
would need the support of all members of
the medical profession. As it is now we
have a small splinter group that is being
very vocal and is causing a great deal of
concern. However, the attitude of doctors
has not changed. As they have done In the
past, they are still prepared to treat those
who are in need and who require help
regardless of whether they can afford the
treatment or not.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Blekerton: So does the R.AC., as
far as a motorear is concerned.

Dr. DADOUR: But the R.A.C. has
authority to do certain things that I can-
not do, although at times I would like to
be able to do them. If one were to make a
study of the activities of the specialists’
colleges, and the college of the general
practitioners, it would be found that these
colieges are hecoming more and more con-
scious of their responsibilities. They bring
to bear intense pressure on members of the
medical profession to improve both them-
selves and their methods.

Pinally, T would like to point out that
members of the medical profession set a
very high standard which is too often over-
locked and taken for granted. The care
that doctors give to their patients is often
overlooked and, further, too often is such
care taken for granted. The profession has
set out to ensure that the high quality of
patient care is maintained.

By “high gquality of patient care” I
mean, firstly, that the patient has the ab-
solute right to choose his own doctor
either when he s a hospital patient or
when he 1s being treated at home.

Secondly, If he 1s dissatisfied with the
medlcal attention he is receiving, or if he
desires to obtaln & second opinion, the
patient has the unfettered right to dismiss
his medical attendant and seek a second
opinion.

Mr. Bickerton: That would be a little
difficult for a patient residing at Nullagine.

Dr. DADOUR: Thirdly, the patient has
the absolute right to be able to choose,
and have available, the best possible
treatment at all times and, within reason,
to be ehle to choose when he shall attend
his doctor and also when he shall be hos-
pitalised.

Fourthly, the patient should be afforded
the basic right of total vprivacy; that is,
total privacy of conversation, consulta-
tion, accommeodation, and documentation
of his illness. Under the present medical
scheme the patient is granted all these
ronsiderations. This makes for good, total
patient care; whereas under a nationalised
scheme, especlally under the British na-
tlonalised scheme, there will not be any
of this same good care.

Let us look at one aspect of the British
nationalised scheme; that is, the waiting
peried Iin the treatment of patients. In
some parts of Great Britain in respect of
the treatment of cancer of the breast the
waiting period is up to eight weeks be-
fore there is a chance of corrective surg-
ery. The longer the period, the less is the
chance of success, and the sooner the
operation and treatment are carried out
the better. In some parts of Great Britain
this period of walting Is eight weeks. How-
ever, In this country we treat cancer of
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the breast almost as an emergency, and we
try to get the patient into hospital within
one or two days.

One of the hilarious aspects of the Brit-
ish nationalised scheme relates to abor-
tions. Those done privately cost 200 guin-
eas, as against those done under the soc-
ialised scheme which are free. The differ-
ence is that the waiting list under the
nationalised scheme is nine months,

Mr. Bickerton: Does the patient get the
200 guineas back?

Dr. DADOUR: The patient is charged a
second time if it is not done properly the
first time! Can anyone say that today
the high standard which I have out-
lined is not maintained by the profession
in Australla as a whole? I felt impelled to
say these things to discredit the recent
criticlsms of my profession. I thank mem-
bers for their patient hearing.

MR. BURKE (Perth) (827 pm.l: 1
would like to take this opportunity, as I
returned too late from overseas to
do so last year, to congratulate you.
Mr. Speaker, on your ascendancy to the
Chalr in this House. On my return from
overseas I felt a void in the death of your
predecessor. He was a generous and a
genuine man, and he was a great help to
me on very many occaslons over many
years. I recall that as far back as 1956
when he was first elected to this House I
supporied him in his campaign. In fact,
it was shortly after my father was de-
feated for the Federal seat of Perth, My
feelings towards the anti-Labor forces
were very strong Indeed; therefore, I
worked hard on behalf of your pre-
decessor to assure his election, I would
Jike to think that I did my part in helping
him to make an important contribution
to the State and to the nation in the
period he was in this Parliament.

I had the honour in the latter part of
last year to visit the United States at the
invitation of the American Governmens$. I
was one of 70 people from throughout the
world, four of whom came from Australia,
to make the visit. It was a great honour to
me. It is my Intention to prepare a report
and to make it available to members of
this House. I thank members for giving
me the opportunity to take advantage of
what was in my opinlon a great honour;
and, in fact, I believe my report will bear
this out. I hope that in the contributions
I will make from time to time to the de-
bates in this House I will be able to call
upon the knowledge I have gleaned from
many of the matters I investigated whilst
I was in the U.8.A,

I feel I should express publicly my
thanks to the TU.S.A. Government for
inviting e, and I received nothing but
co-operation and assistance from the
Department of State and the Government
in the 40 days that I was in the country.
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I was able to meet anyone I wished or to
investigate any of the aspects in which I
was Interested.

As was reported on my return from
America, I looked at some rapld transit
systems in stages of near completion. In
San Francisco the Bay area rapid transit
system has cost $1,500,000,000. It was
essential that the money be spent In San
Francisco, otherwise that city would have
ended up In a8 mess; and I use the term
‘‘mess” after a consideration of the con-
gestion that has resulted in Los Angeles
which has just been overwhelmed by the
modern meotorcar, The pollution which
has resulted from this is apparent when
one flies into that city.

I also looked at the proposals for stmilar
rapid transit systems at Atlanta In
Georgia; and I observed that in Washing-
ton, the Federal capital, an underground
rapid transit system was in the course of
development, without funds having been
voted by the Federal Government. In
fact, the city fathers of Washington re-
alised that if they did not take the bull
by the horns, as it were, the c¢ity would
soon be strangled by the modern motor-
car. Other actlons have been taken in
different parts of the U.S.A. in an effort
to contain or control the compiete subjec-
tion of the people by the modern motorcar.

On my trip I looked at many other mat-
ters, some of which I will raise as they are
dealt with in the House, No doubt many
will be dealt with. I also intend to raise
some of them myself,

In that country I looked at the problems
of drug addiction In several centres. I
discussed these problems with the Federal
authortties in Washington, and I met some
people who were involved in dealing with
drug addiction in Baltimore and New
York. Although I would not for one
moment hold myself up as an authorlty
on this matter, one aspect of this problem
concerned me there and it concerns me
here; that 1s, we are lJumping the so-called
soft drugs together with the hard drugs. In
the U.8.A, reference is made continually
to heroin and addictive drugs of the same
famlly, or similar addictive types of drugs.
One rarely hears references to marihuana.
In fact, It was suggested to me by
certain persons who were involved in this
area that the prime reason for heavy re-
strictions belng still imposed on the use
of marthuana is that it is a political
matter.

In the past I have sald that in this
regard we are alienating a generation of
young people. We are, in fact, Interfering
with the natural right of a father to disci-
pline his son when we take for granted
that the use of alcchel and clgarettes is
a part of our daily lives, but at the same
time we convict the young man who hap-
pens to smoke one marihuana clgarette
and impose a fine of up to $1,000, or the
equivalent of six months' incarceration.
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It has heen revealed that there 1s, in
fact, a law for the rich and another law
for the poor; because needless to say the
soh of & rich man—and the use of marl-
huana takes place In all areas of soclety
from the poor to the wealthy, &s revealed
by an examination of the court lists—will
have his fine paid, and he will aveid Im-
prisonment. However, the son of a poor
man faces the prospect of slx maonths'
imprisonment in lieu of a fine of $1,000
because his father—or the person who 1is
responsible for his discipline—is not in
the position to pay the fine,

Everyone is aware of the damage caused
as the result of smoking or drinking ex-
cessively. However, it has not been proved
that this so-called soft drug does any
damage or harm. In fact, some people
claim it does good. Nevertheless, a poor
man’'s son, having heen convicted, i{s in-
carcerated and his whole Hfe ruined.

This is despite the fact, as I have al-
ready mentioned, that the experts will go
no further than to say they do not really
know whether the use of the soft drug
is detrimental or deleterlous. The same
experts will tell us quite categorically that
cigarette smoking or the consumption of
alcohol can be deletertous. This Is generally
accepted. Very few people are charged for
excessive consumption of alcohol. Most
charges involving alcohol concern drinking
drivers. No charpes whatever are made
against persons who smoke ordinary cigar-
ettes. In fact this is encouraged continu-
ally by the mass media, despite the fact
that medical authorities and the people as
8 whole accept that such smoking is de-
leterious.

We must study this matter more closely
and until we are sure that this so-called
soft drug—I am referring only to mari-
huana—is really damaging, we should en-
sure that no person’s future s ruined
merely because of his inability to pay the
fine at present imposed in an effort to
restrict the use of the drug because we
are unsure whether it is harmful. We
must ensure that the generation we are
subjecting to these fines and incarceration
is not completely and irretrievably lost as
a useful element to our soclety. We should
reduce the fines which are imposed to dis-
courage the use of this drug, because I
do not believe for one moment they are
stopping its use,

Young people will use marihuana. This
is common knowledge. I have read In the
Press statements to the effect that 50 per
cent. of the students at our loeal univer-
sity are believed to have smoked marihu-
ana and that an estimated 20 per cent.
of the population of the United States has
smoked f{t.

It is quite apparent that it is widely
used and used by alt sections in the com-
munity, It is also recognised or admitted
that no proof exists that it iIs deleterious.
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In order to retain the respect of the gen-
eration which is at present looking to its
superiors for guidance—and we present
this society as being the best for it—we
should ensuye that no-one is subjected to
penalties which ean affect him for many
years, and even for the rest of his life.

I had not intended to speak tonlght,
but members will appreciate that I did so
hecause the debate was about to collapse.
I am consequently without notes and so
I am perhaps not quite as well prepared
as X would otherwise be. However, the point
I am trying to emphasise Is that we are
making laws and the courts are attempting
to enforce them. However, the young
people involved are being punished for
doing something which not even the re-
cognised medical authorities, sclentists,
?nld experts can say is necessarlly harm-
ul.

I was very bpleased to read in the
Governor’'s Speech that it is the Intention
of the Minister for TLabour to introduce
legislation to update the laws concerning
employment brokers. I ralsed this matter
during the lfe of the last Parifament and
asked for the appointment of a B8elect
Committee to look into it as I felt at the
time that as nothing had been done eon-
cerning employment brokers since 1918
the matter deserved studying. Parliament
declined to grant my request, but I am
pleased the Minlster for Lahour intends
to proceed with appropriate legislation in
the not-too-distant future.

Another matter I have raised in this
Parliament-—perhaps since the day I was
elected to this Chamber—Iis legislation for
the control of nolse. In the past I pressed
the former Premier to take some action
to control noise, Including community
nolse, but the matter was referred from
ane committee to another.

Mr. Gayfer: Is there much legislation
¢h this in the States?

Mr. BURKE: Legislation is at present
before the House of Representatives in the
States. The former Premier parried my
request by passing it from one committee
to another and it did not get off the
ground. Within one month of the elec-
tion of this Labor Government, the present
Chief Becretary indicated he intended to
proceed with legislation dealing with nolse
control. Had it not been for the untimely
death of the former Speaker, I am sure
the legislation would have been passed
prior to this.

In the eclrcumstances I can add little
more to my speech on this motion. As
I have indicated it is my intention to
provide as comprehensive a report as pos-
sible to all members of this House con-
cerning the trip I made last year. In view
of the fact that while I was away members
carried my share of the burden and re-
sponsibility of governing this State, I be-
lieve I should provide such a report.
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In conclusion, I must say I was very
pleased to read Press reports concerning
proposals for the lowering of the central
rallway line and the provision of a rapid
transit system for Perth in the not-too-
distant future,

I was glso pleased to note that it Is
likely this will be provided by the Govern-
ment, at great advantage to the State and
the people of Western Australia. The
heart of Perth which went so close to
being lost to half a dozen American
capitalists durlng the relam of the last
Government will be saved for future
generations,

The Press reports—which I am sure will
be confirmed by this Qovernment in due
course—indicate that Perth will be pro-
vided with & modern and very much re-
quired rapid underground transport sys-
tem. In time it will be seen that such
a system s an absolute necessity, as was
revealed to me by thelr existence in most
major citles in the world. I support the
motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Gayfer.

House adjourned at 9.46 p.m.

Legislative ol

Wednesday, the 22nd March, 1972

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C, Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.n., and read
prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
1. BITTINGS OF THE HOUSE
Easter Period

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH, to the
Leader of the House:

For the guidance of members, I
seek permission to ask the fol-
lowing question without notice of
the Leader of the House in re-
latton to sitting times:—

(1) Next Priday week Is Good
Friday, and I anticipate the
House will sit on the Thurs-
day prior to Good Friday. The
following Tuesday is a public
holiday, and I presume the
House will not sit on that
day. Has the Leader of the
House any plans for the re-
malning part of that week?

(2) If the House will not be sitting
during the remaining part of
that week, it will then be &
month since the House fArst
sat. Are we likely to have
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notice of the introduction of
any legislation prior to the
Easter break?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:

As far as I know we will not be
meeting for a full week after the
adjournment for Easter.
In the meantime, as long as It is
within the capabllities of myself
and my colleagues, we will give
notice of any Bills we think we
can submit so that they may reach
the second reading stage and be
adjourned at the will of the Leader
of the Opposition.

QUESTIONS (3): ON NOTICE
1. TAXES
Increases

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH, to the
Leader of the House:

(1) With reference to the answer
glven to my dquestion relating to
State Taxation on Wednesday, the
15th March, 1972, wherein it was
sald taxes had been reduced in
Western Australia, how does the
Ieader of the House explain the
reference on Page 1 of the Gov-
ernor's Speech to certain increases
in the State’s taxes and charges in
the 1971-72 budget?

(2) Does the Minister suggest that The
Australian newspaper misreported
the position, or that there was an
unintentional mistake in His
Excellency's Speech?

(3) If The Australian newspaper did
misreport the position, why did
the Minister, whose long experi-
ence Iin Parllament has surely
enabled him to know that ques-
tions as to whether statements In
the press are accurate are inad-
missible, in fact quote from a
report in a newspaper?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE repled:

{1) The reference in the Governor's
Speech was factual.

(2} No.

(3) It was considered that the infor-
mation contained in the press
report would be of interest to
honourable members.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: That is not
an answer, that is an excuse.

2. LAND
Release in Northcliffe Area
The Hon, V. J, FERRY, to the lLeader
of the House:
(1) Is it the Intention of the Govern-
ment to release Iand in the North-

cliffe area for agricultural pur-
poses?



